
Jesus is in Jerusalem. This is nondescript Wednesday- a day without a name…not 
Maundy Thursday or Good Friday….

On this day people will die and some born.

It will be another day of trauma for many 

Pray for those whose ordinary days have been turned upside down.

Mark’s Gospel 14 and 15.

The purpose of Mark’s Gospel is to persuade us that the coming of Jesus alters 
everything. It is the ‘beginning of the good news.’ For Mark, it was the event forecast
by Isaiah and long awaited. It changed everything. It is given to us to continue and 
complete the good news in our own lives and our own time.

Mark writes about ‘preparing the road (way) for the Lord. Physically, this is the road 
from Galilee to Jerusalem. Spiritually, it is the road which Jesus takes to his suffering 
and death. For each of us, it is the dividing line between saving our life or losing it.

This is the road of repentance – not triumph. It is our road. It involves rejection of 
our current values and sacrifice. Mark 8.34: ‘If anyone wants to come with me, they 
must forget themselves, carry their cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to 
save their life will lose it; but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it’. See also 9.31 and 10.33. Jesus spells out the necessity of his sufferings – 
which the disciples cannot hear or understand. This sets the scene for the final 
showdown in Chapters 14 and 15 which is Mark’s 
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account of Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion.

Chapters 14 and 15.

In these chapters, Mark is saying that if you want to see what it means to be the 
Messiah, and it you want to know what it might mean to follow him, then you must 
look at the cross. 

In these chapters we see the showdown. Here we see how people near to Jesus 
reacted to him.

- The woman with the precious ointment. 14, 3ff. What about Jesus comment 



about the gift to himself, and the potential for the poor? How do you react?
- The disciples who went to sleep when Jesus asked them to keep 
awake.14,32-41.
- The friend of Jesus who cut of the ear of an arrester 14,47.
- The young man (perhaps Mark himself) who ran away naked 14,51.
- The betrayal by Peter 14, 66-72. 
- The crowd and the chief priests 15, 1-15.
- Simon who was forced to carry Jesus’ cross 15,21
- The mockers 15,29-31.
- The veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom 15, 38. What did this 
mean?
- The comment of the army officer about Jesus 15, 39. (This man really was 
the Son of God).
- Joseph of Arithmathea asked for the body of Jesus 15, 42-43. What was his 
motive?

These chapters provide material for us to reflect not only on the suffering of Jesus, 
but on key issues which face us in daily decisions.


