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And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
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Church worship diary: February 2018
(Please read in conjunction with the diary of regular events inside the back cover)
Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Sunday

Wednesday

Friday
Sunday

Wednesday
Friday
Sunday

Wednesday
Friday
Sunday 30

04 10.00
11.30
13.00
18.30
06 19.50
07 10.00
13.10
09 13.00

Traditional worship with communion
All-age worship
(Child Contact Centre)
Reflective worship
(Elders meeting)
Tots’ praise
Lunchtime service
Friday prayers

11 10.30
All-age worship (followed by Church Meeting)
-- Copy for March Church News to Robin Pilbeam by 11.30 -18.30
Reflective worship
14 09.00
Ash Wednesday 24 hour vigil – till 09.00 Thursday
10.00
Tots’ praise
13.10
Lunchtime service
16 13.00
Friday prayers
18 10.00
11.30
13.00
18.30
21 10.00
13.10
23 13.00

Traditional worship
All-age worship
(Child Contact Centre)
Reflective worship with communion
Tots’ praise
Lunchtime service
Friday prayers

25 10.00
11.30
15.30
18.30
27 10.00
28 13.00

Traditional worship
All-age worship
Messy Church does…….Science
Reflective worship
Tots’ praise
Friday prayers

10.00
11.30
18.30

Traditional worship
All-age worship with communion
Reflective worship

A detailed calendar can be found on the KURC website at:
htpp://www.kingstonurc.org/kurc_calendar.html

Multilingual Christmas cracker New Year wisdom

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Letter from Lesley
Dear All
Things coming up for Kingston United Reformed
Church in 2018
Who knows? That’s the truth.
We will do some new things. We will try some things
and they will not work. We will keep on doing things
we have always done. We will change the way we do
some things. We will certainly have long discussions about money. And
many of us will have conversations about love and Jesus and people who
have influenced us. We will keep on doing our best.
And through it all we will be God’s people trying to do God’s will. There will
be high days and sad days. People will die. People will be born. People will
argue with one another. There will be shouting and laughter.
We are God’s people trying to do our best.
Week by week we will gather to worship God. Daily we will pray and try to
point our lives towards what we believe to be right.
Most of our discipleship will not be seen by anyone except God, and if we
want to be mature we will have to get used to silent applause being enough.
At times we will stop together. We will have 2 x 24 hours of prayer. We will
gather to pray on Fridays as well as acts of worship on Wednesdays x2,
and Sundays x3.
There is a plan to have a church weekend at home in July. The building
work could well start around us in a year’s time. Shops are already shutting.
Too easily we become obsessed with the new, the bright sparkly and the
fun. That is not the path to maturity. It is not the path to depth.
For most of us the most important things that will happen will be nothing to
do with the Church building or the institution of the Church. It will be the
romance, new job, death, betrayal, illness, demands, moving, whatever. But
for others of us we will look back at 2018 not as a climb up the Himalayas
but more a saunter on the Downs. Ups and downs but not life defining, and
God will be the one travelling with us. We will rest in green pasture and God
will nudge us to keep going with the crook and staff. That sounds rather
dull, but actually the challenge is to enjoy the everyday. To suck the juice
out of ordinary Tuesdays
Best wishes,
Lesley – a sucker too

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Views please
When in the service should we have the notices?
Our practice at all our Sunday services is to have them at the start.
People complain that by the end they have forgotten what was said.
Some churches do it at the end. Others refuse to have any spoken
notices. Others have them at the time of the offering.
What do you think? We have them printed and on the screen. News of
people and highlighting is done verbally. Could we improve the timing?
We will be discussing this at Church Meeting.
Thanks,
Lesley

Cathy’s conversation
Firstly I hope that 2018 brings you some peace and happiness. It is a
time in our church year when we remember those we knew who have
died in the last year. Always a time of mixed feelings. We give thanks for
the times that we have journeyed with them and sadness for the loss of
our time with them now.
January and February are also the months in which we ask our members
to pray, consider and vote for new elders. This year two currently serving
elders, Allan Oscroft and Sue Shaw will be standing down. We thank
them for all that they have given within the eldership.
There are some signs that some of the physical aspects of the Eden
Walk redevelopment are progressing. But it will still be a while before we
will be confident of the timing of the closure of the centre. We will bring
you information through the church meetings and conversations.
You have probably noticed that we now have a new heating and cooling
system in the Mayo Hall. This is a great improvement and we are hoping
that some of you will be able to join with us to give the decoration of the
hall a refresh. But more about that soon.
We have been fortunate to have the opportunity to show the exhibition
that has been prepared Kingston Centre for Independent Living (KCIL) to
document the history of the disability rights movement in the borough,
and celebrate the innovative and amazing work that has been initiated by
those living with disabilities in Kingston. Do find time to see it.
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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I would like to reflect with you that we are a fantastic diverse group of
people and the New Year party that happened on Saturday 13th January
showed some of the best of our togetherness. If you have ideas,
however unusual that might be worth a try as a way for us to be with
each other more often, do have the confidence to share with the elders.
We will listen.
Cathy Seymour

Church flowers for February
4 February
11 February
18 February
25 February

Margaret Randall
Cora Young
Natasha & John Reid
Jean Thompson

A BIG THANK YOU
to all the people who helped decorate the church for Christmas, and to
the select few who helped take it all down again!
ANOTHER BIG THANK YOU
to Phyllis Cochrane for supplying yet another Christmas tree for the
church. It was a real beauty this year, lasted well and was much
appreciated.
Thank you Phyllis.

KURC CDs available
Audio recordings were made of the performances of ‘Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’ in our church on 23 September 2017,
and of Tony Wenman’s 50th Anniversary Concert on 12 November.
Stuart has very kindly transferred the recordings to CD and I have a
small quantity boxed and ready for distribution. If you would like one
please have a word with me. There is no charge but a donation to
church funds would be welcome.
John Fisher

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Pastoral News – January 2018

Out of care for people’s privacy,
since January 2012 the list of
Personal Concerns
has been excluded from the web edition of
Church News.
Anyone wishing to receive the full edition of Church
News
by e-mail should send an
e-mail to tony.wenman@gmail.com

God of love,
We give you thanks for the life of Pat Brooks. We pray for her sons
and the wider family as they grieve.
We remember those in hospital, particularly at this time Margaret
Randall, Lesley Carnegie, Ray Taylor and Maurice Hughes. Be close
to them as they are treated and receive the diagnosis. Give wisdom
to those treating them. Give courage to those visiting and supporting
them during their time in hospital.
We pray for all those suffering with various winter illnesses. Give
them patience as they recover and strength to those who care for
them or take on extra activities to support them.
We pray for those at home struggling with long term illness. Assure
them of your continuing love for them and help them adjust to meet
the new challenges ahead.
We give thanks for those church members and friends who are 80
and older. Encourage them when they feel the burden of old age.
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Give them grace to bear their frailties and to accept the support that
they need. Help us to learn from the wisdom that old age can bring.
We give thanks for the work of the food bank and all who support it.
For the generosity of those who give food and the sensitivity of those
giving it out to those who need it. We give thanks for the work of
those who support the weekly services preparing the service papers,
preparing and running the projection, those who translate in to
Korean, the sidespeople, welcomers and those who operate the
sound system. Finally we pray for the worship support group and their
review and oversight of the worship offered at KURC. Give them
insight and creativity as they seek new ways to enrich our worship.
We pray for our ministers, Lesley and Suk-In; at the start of a New
Year give them renewed strength and a clear vision as they lead us.
We pray for Ted as he continues his training among us, giving thanks
for all he has already contributed to the life of the church.
Finally, give us all a sense of new challenge as we face another year
of worship and service. Give us the courage and enthusiasm to try
new things, the willingness to support each other in the trying, that
together we may bring glory to your name in this place.

Amen
Martyn Verge

Trade4Life
Christian Aid has partnered with Trade4Life to help fund maternal and child
healthcare in the developing world. For every sale of a Trade4Life KangaWrap
product, £5 will be donated to help support Christian Aid projects in El
Salvador and Honduras.
A KangaWrap is a fair-trade baby wrap developed by midwives
at Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells hospital following their
award-winning research into Kangaroo Care (skin-to-skin
contact). Made of stretchable, organic cotton, the KangaWrap
provides optimum support for mother and baby, from newborns
to babies up to 15Kg.
Trade4Life was set up to specify, source, promote and sell the KangaWrap to
hospitals, users, retailers and sling libraries. Staffed by volunteers, the
maximum amount of profit goes towards helping mums and babies around the
world via Asha-India.org and Christian Aid.
Further details from www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/trade4life

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Autumn in Antigua
Thank you for your prayers while I was away in Antigua for nearly three
months at the end of 2017. As many of you know, when I left early in
September to fly to Antigua, Hurricane Irma arrived eight hours afterwards. It
was a long and noisy welcoming party!
Thankfully the damage to Antigua was minor, mainly fallen down trees and the
power supply was cut off for three days.
God blessed me abundantly. I had unexpected challenges and opportunities
including radio broadcasts on a Christian channel, a national TV interview
(short but sweet), several visits to the floating bookshop ‘Logos Hope’ and
being able to help rough sleepers.
Street Pastor Work
Initially I managed the Street Pastor office, ensured that a team went out every
Friday night, met volunteers and local
Christian workers. I spent time walking
around town and made connections with
several homeless guys who congregate in
the same area.
In total I went on 10 Street Pastor patrols
observing and engaging with people on the
streets.
One week when the floating library ‘Logos
Hope’ docked for ten days, several of their
young volunteers from different countries
including Nepal, Moldova and Germany
came to join us on two patrols. They really
rose to the occasion.
One night Street Pastors visited a local
brothel that masquerades as a nightclub.
We weren’t able to talk to the sex workers
but we did distribute Christian literature,
and outside on the pavement we talked at
length to a number of men.
I arranged for a qualified Street Pastor
Trainer to come out from UK (they financed
themselves) to deliver two sessions of refresher training to the volunteers.
Sarah, from Northampton, arrived in November for a week and after the
training we spent time together being tourists.
The co-ordinator Pat returned from sick leave after six weeks. Almost every
week we had visitors to the office, mainly rough sleepers who came asking for
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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clothes. We had a plentiful supply of donated items so they were able to select
clothes that suited them. Many left with big smiles on their faces.
Church work
Early on I met Pastor May who lives by faith and works on Gray’s Farm, a
deprived housing estate in the capital where 95% of the women are single
parents. Here many homes are poorly maintained and there is drug abuse,
crime, prostitution and alcoholism.
Pastor May invited me onto her radio programme Kid’s Club and I prepared
and delivered several recordings based on bible passages and true stories
about Christians. I am doing this on a regular basis. If you want to catch a
programme, tune into God First Radio on 102.9FM on a computer on a
Saturday morning around 12 noon.
I also preached at two mid-week services, talked to a children’s bible club and
spoke about Street Pastors at different churches.
The future
I have been invited back to help Street Pastors Antigua become a stronger
and more resilient organisation. There is a need to motivate more churches to
become more involved in the work and to recruit younger volunteers. I have
also recruited several retired schoolteachers, some who are Street Pastors, to
run a children’s holiday club at Easter on Gray’s Farm.
I am committed for at least a year and am willing to stay longer if required.
Please Pray
1. For continuing good health
2. For a church community to belong to
3. For wisdom and discernment
Praise God
1. For keeping me safe, well and fulfilled
2. For enabling me to be a blessing
3. For the support I have received
I will keep everyone updated via Facebook, a blog and through the KURC
magazine and website.
Do visit my blog if you haven’t done so already. See
www.supportantiguastreetpastors.wordpress.com. No password is required.
Some people have expressed a desire to support me financially which is very
humbling, as well as helpful! Please drop me a line on
sue.shaw24@gmail.com if this is the case.
Sue Shaw

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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KURC shows how to party (Saturday 13 January)

How to do it……………………….and perhaps how not to

Four hands; two tunes –
but not all at the same time

Excited fans queue for
autographs from the band

Living the KURC anthem

A break for a chat
from food preparation
(or was it the other way round?)

With thanks to the 50 or so
members and friends
of the KURC family who
celebrated the new year
with us, with games, quizzes,
music, dancing, fun and lots of laughter.

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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A SINCERE THANK YOU
to all church members
Sunday morning, 14 January, 2018 was a wonderful occasion for me. Many
friends and family members gathered at the church and put up with me
recalling what I thought were relevant bits of my life story. Their reward was a
piece of cake made and iced by a talented cake-baker called Richard Scorer. I
am amazed at, and extremely grateful for, the many expressions of thanks I
have received for enjoying myself over the past fifty years as organist at
KURC. I understand that J S Bach called the organ “The king of all
instruments”, and in that sense, Kingston URC has an excellent king! I had no
idea, when I married Steve in 1967, that, in addition to a lovely wife, I should
also receive an organ stool covered in super-glue.
As you may have gathered from my talk, it has been mainly music (and Steve
of course!) that has kept me involved in the church during the greater part of
my life while I have tried to understand the essence of the Christian faith.
Pursuing that task as a member of KCC/KURC has been a stimulating and
thought-provoking journey - including, some time ago, being told by one
member that I was certainly not a Christian, which was an interesting
challenge! In contrast to that, I must mention the many firm and supportive
personal friendships that Steve and I have found through the KURC
community. For those we are extremely grateful.
My immediate successor as organist will be a small group of musicians who
will take turns to provide music for worship. That group may include one Tony
Wenman from time to time, as long as the arthritis developing in his fingers
allows, and that means that he will have to keep those fingers in practice as
long as possible.
With love and much gratitude.
Tony

[The cakes mentioned above by Tony, which – for anyone who may have
missed the event – explain its background almost as eloquently as Tony did on
the day.]
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Wanted: new KURC Citycirclers!
Georgina Forbes, Ray Erskine, Rosette Oming-Bali, Peter Ashdown and I,
either as a group or in various permutations, have been circling the city for
nearly 10 years now. For those of you who have managed to avoid being
pestered by one or more of us for support, Circle the City is an annual
sponsored walk, organised by Christian Aid, which takes place on the final
Sunday of Christian Aid Week.
We’ve all thoroughly enjoyed doing the walk and have got a lot out of it, but
we now feel that the time is now ripe for us to make way for a new
generation of KURC Citycirclers. It would be good to have a fresh team of
say 3-5 people who, we hope, will feel inspired to take the KURC CtheC
tradition forward.
It’s an extraordinary and
enviable experience to stroll
round an uncrowded City of
London on a Sunday
afternoon, with very little
traffic around and virtually
everything closed except the
dozen or so churches
between which the route
meanders. These act as welcoming checkpoints on the route and vary a bit
from year to year. Many were designed by Christopher Wren in the wake of
the Great Fire of London, which robbed the City of most of its previous
churches. And what remarkable achievements the Wren churches are, with
the classic simplicity of their lines and the quality of their light. Many are
also memorable for the quality of the tea and biscuits they offer to passing
‘pilgrims’! The walk starts and finishes at St Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside. It is
about 10km long (but seems a lot shorter), with four and a half hours
or so allowed to complete it. Walkers are given idiot -proof route
information so, thankfully, no geographical expertise is required. And
there’s normally a certificate available for the asking at the
end………….This year’s walk is scheduled for Sunday 20 May.
The purpose of the whole exercise, of course, is to raise money for
Christian Aid via sponsorship for the walkers. Thanks to the generosity of
KURC’s congregation - to whom renewed thanks - this has never proved to
be a problem. I am sure that a new team will help generate renewed
interest and enthusiasm amongst KURC’s Christian Aid supporters.
Peter, Georgina, Ray, Rosette or I would be only too happy to tell you more
- including how to register for the event.
Vaughan James
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Review from the Book Club: The Alchemist
Our book club has kicked off by reading The Alchemist by the Brazilian
Paulo Coelho. Paulo Coelho has had a difficult life. In his maturity he
regained his faith and an interest in helping others. It was a good way to
start our book club as it was a relatively short book – with a story. Just in
case you don’t know, alchemy is a medieval philosophy and early form of
chemistry whose aims were the changing of base metals into gold, the
discovery of a cure for all diseases and the preparation of a potion that
gives eternal youth. The imagined substance capable of turning other
metals into gold was called the philosopher’s stone.
The Alchemist tells the story of a young Andalusian shepherd named
Santiago who dreams of travelling the world and is able to find a treasure
beyond his wildest dreams. Along the way, he learns to listen to his heart
and, more importantly, realizes that his dreams, or his Personal Legend,
are not just his but part of the Soul of the Universe.
The group members all focused on very different aspects of the book. We
discussed a resume of the actual story and one person reflected that the
story very much represented the life of the author, whose autobiography
she had read. Others were put off by the author’s insistence very early on
that our dreams are beaten out of us in early years. There was mixed
reaction by the group to this. Some had known of this experience, others
had not. The idea of developing one’s self-understanding was thought to be
important but not necessarily that it was essential to follow dreams slavishly
to gain self-direction and self-understanding in life. One person raised a
query about how the book dealt with love and also whether the group
thought The Alchemist helped J K Rowling decide to write and choose the
title for the first Harry Potter book (‘The Philosopher’s Stone’).
A key part about the enjoyment of the book was the philosophical
references dotted throughout, some with Christian themes, and the main
ingredient of its insistence on having the courage and wisdom to listen to
our inner longings, coincidences that happen on our life path and to follow
them.
We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 1930 at Katie Frost’s home.
Our next book is The Great Divorce by CS Lewis. By the time you read this
we will have already discussed it – a report in the next edition of the
magazine. Our next book club meeting is on Tuesday 20th February and
we will be reviewing A Path with Heart by Jack Kornfield. We would very
much welcome new members to share with us and to suggest interesting
books. We do drink tea and we eat cake (or not!). Do join us.

Linda Austin and Katie Frost
KURC book club
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Kingston Congregational/United Reformed Church
200 Years of Music
It was a delightful surprise to me, at my retirement service on 14 January, to receive
the book about 200 years of music at KC/KURC. It is a joint project by John Fisher,
who delved into the church archives, which he tends with great care, and Linda
Austin who put the photographs into a book.
The book begins with a quotation from the minutes of a meeting in 1822 which
state that, “It was resolved, as Mr Rendle finds it very difficult to conduct the
singing, that it is considered necessary that a bass viol should be purchased to
enable him to keep up.” The book contains many posters of concerts at the
church, one in about 1870 headed, “Congregational Music Hall, Eden Street
(opposite the “Horse Shoes”)”, and an amazing record of the first purchase of an
organ for the church, installed in the old gallery which overhung more than a third
of the ground floor area. The builders, Messrs Bevington and Sons, in
1871charged the amazing sum of £350.00 for the instrument - compare that with
an estimate of £260,000.00 for restoring the present organ. How the value of
money and music develops over time! A report from the Surrey Comet in 1908
records a performance of Mendelssohn’s Elijah by the choir of Kingston
Congregational Church “in the presence of a congregation which filled the
building”. The reporter also notes that “A remarkable feature of the performance
was the fact that a large proportion of the solo numbers were undertaken by
members of the choir, and with highly meritorious results.”
It was interesting to me to note that Steve’s uncle, Eddie Thorogood, served as
organist for 25 years from 1927 to 1952. I know that Eddie’s skills as a director of
music spread much wider than Kingston Congregational Church and he was an
associate conductor in the Free Church Choir Union’s Annual Festival
performances in the Alexandra Palace, working alongside great names like
Ernest Read and Eric Thiman. I was also taken by an article in 1964 from the
Surrey Comet, about Kingston Congregation Church trying one Sunday, “Jazz in
Youth Service - Church Experiment.” The paper poses the question “Can a real
sense of worship be preserved when jazz music and prayers are combined in
church?” I note that, in 1967, my predecessor as organist, Ken Down, was not
convinced that a change to ‘pop’ music would be an improvement. He suggested
that it would not bring any recruits to the choir and might possibly lead to a few
resignations. I could not possibly comment further!
My sincere thanks to John and Linda for the book - a fascinating read. I
understand that there is one more copy somewhere in the archives; if you want to
read it, consult John Fisher. You may be able to make arrangements with me to
read my copy, probably under supervision, for it is very precious to me!!
Tony Wenman
(Occasional Organist)
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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What makes a disciple? - It is about love
The following article written by Susan Durber (a church minister in
Taunton) was first published in Reform magazine: www.reformmagazine.co.uk. and is one of the responses to the question ‘What
makes a disciple?’.
Linda Austin
We rarely use the word “disciple” outside of the context of following
Jesus. In former times it might have been used of any pupil or student
who was closely following a teacher, someone who was hanging on their
every word, eager to know their latest thoughts or read their latest text. I
have sometimes had that kind of relationship with someone, pre-ordering
the latest book, looking out for lectures or appearances, excited to hear
their voice. But I wouldn’t say, even then, that I was a disciple.
Being a disciple of Jesus means more even than that kind of rather
fevered and fervent interest. I am a disciple of Jesus, but it’s not just that
I want to read everything about him or research his every idea or walk
where he once walked (though I do want to do those things). There is
something more, and I think that that something more is about love. In
the final analysis, I am a disciple of Jesus because it is through him that I
know I am loved and that I can love. He is more than an author of stories
or a fascinating teacher, he is the way that I have come to know God and
to know that I am the object of God’s love. He is not only mediated to me
through his writings and his story, but is a living, loving presence in my
daily life. He is not only someone I read about, or whose voice I might
catch sometimes, but is a daily companion on my life’s journey.
This means that when I wonder how to live my life and my loving, how to
act in a situation or how to resolve a problem, it is to him I turn, him
above all others. And this is not only in my intellectual life or even my
prayer life, but all my life. I have learned to be properly critical of writers
and teachers and anyone who has something to say about what is
means to be human, but in relation to Jesus I am, first of all, learning to
trust that somehow through my relationship with him the best kind of
wisdom will be found. I am willing, I have decided, because of who I
believe who Jesus was and is, to give him first say on what life could and
should be. I think that is probably my way of saying that: “Jesus is Lord”.
If you think that sounds like losing your mind or your life to another, I
believe it is actually about finding it, or being found. Being a disciple of
Jesus is to know that you are loved and that love is your mission.

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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John Wesley’s ‘New Room’ at Bristol
The Heritage Lottery Fund has recently given £2.5 million to restore the
historic chapel in Brtistol built by John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism. The oldest Methodist chapel in the world, it incorporates a
newly reopened museum with state of the art displays about Wesley’s
life and work. Wesley is vividly portrayed in a series of rooms which
were, in fact, the rooms above the chapel where he stayed when based
in Bristol.
We see the room where Wesley slept and the
sloping windowsill at which he stood to write his
sermons. This leads from a large communal area
which was used by the many lay preachers who
came to the New Room to study and from which
they rode out to preach all over the West
Country. John Wesley believed in making
medicine available cheaply to everyone however
poor and in this room there is an interesting
display of the many herbal cures he
recommended.
One of the initial displays is about his young life, accompanied by an
audio guide (as are all the displays) in English and Korean. This one
tells the dramatic story of the fire at Epworth rectory (his parents’ home)
which nearly cost the five year old John his life. His mother later
described him as ’a brand plucked from the burning’.
The chapel (known as the New Room) was built in 1739 as a result of
the immediate success of Wesley’s preaching in the open air. The
religious societies which Wesley formed very soon became too large to
meet in people’s houses, so the New Room in Horsefair was built. From
here John Wesley rode all over the country on horseback in order to
preach. It is believed he covered over 250,000 miles in his lifetime.
Along with his concerns about education and health, John Wesley
campaigned vigorously against slavery. There is a moving display on
one of the walls showing in life size the dimensions of a slave ship and
how little space was allotted to each person in it.
There is a room devoted to Charles Wesley, John’s brother who, like
John, was ordained in the Church of England and remained an Anglican
all his life. Charles was a musician and poet and wrote literally thousands
of hymns, many of which are sung today. His house in Bristol has also
been refurbished and can be visited by appointment.
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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The museum displays, designed by the team who produce Wallace and
Gromit, are ‘state of the art’ and being, as they are, in the place where
Wesley and his colleagues lived and worked, they bring the work of this
extraordinary and inspirational man to life.
To sum up: a visit to the New Room in Bristol is a ‘must’.
For more information visit the website www. newroombristol.org.uk
Liz Bartlett

readings for February
WINNING AND LOSING

LEADERSHIP

Winning and losing in the Old Testament
Sunday 28 January Deuteronomy 31:1–8
Monday 29 January 1 Kings 12:21–24
Tuesday 30 January 1 Kings18:20-39
Wednesday 31 January Psalm 37:23–26
Thursday 1 February Isaiah 40:29–31
Friday 2 February Micah 7:8–11
Saturday 3 February Habakkuk 3:17–19
Winning and losing in the New Testament
Sunday 4 February Luke 9:23–25
Monday 5 February Luke 13:22–30
Tuesday 6 February 1 Corinthians 9:19–23
Wednesday 7 February 1 Corinthians 9:24–
27
Thursday 8 February Philippians 3:4b–11
Friday 9 February Philippians 3:12–16
Saturday 10 February 1 Timothy 4:1–10

Servant leadership
Wednesday 14 February Isaiah 41:25–42:4
Thursday 15 February Ezekiel 34:11–16
Friday 16 February Matthew 20:20–28
Saturday 17 February John 13:3–17

Endurance
Sunday 11 February Romans 5:3–7
Monday 12 February Philippians 4:8–3
Tuesday 13 February 2 Timothy 2:1–7

Leadership in the Old Testament
Sunday 18 February Exodus 18:17–23
Monday 19 February 1 Samuel 12:1–5
Tuesday 20 February 1 Samuel 16:1–13
Wednesday 21 February 1 Samuel 18:1–9
Thursday 22 February Nehemiah 2:1–8
Friday 23 February Nehemiah 4:1–15
Saturday 24 February Proverbs 11:7–14
Leadership in the New Testament
Sunday 25 February Matthew 18:1–10
Monday 26 February Luke 22:24–27
Tuesday 27 February Romans 12:3–8
Wednesday 28 February Ephesians 4:11–16

Church Directory amendments and additions
Barbara Fielding 19 Montague Close, Walton on Thames. KT12 2NF;
home tel. 01932 952076; mobile 07872 071385 (not as in directory)
Richard & Denise Scorer 19 Montague Close, Walton on Thames,
KT12 2NF; home tel. 01932 952076 & Richard's mobile 07718 230910
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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In a dream
Do you ever have the experience of noticing something that you’ve never
noticed before in the familiar? Well at this year’s carols by candlelight service
that happened to me. Listening again to the familiar Christmas readings I was
struck again and again by three words, ‘in a dream’.
There it was as we heard of Joseph’s struggle. In a dream he was told not to
be afraid to take Mary as his wife. So he married her. Later in the visit of the
wise men it was there again. In a dream they were told not to go back to
Herod. So they went back a different way. Later still in a dream Joseph was
told to take Jesus and his mother and flee to Egypt. So they moved.
Nothing odd about having dreams, we all have them! Most of mine are pretty
wacky, especially if I’ve eaten cheese in the evening! But what eternal
consequences obedience to these dreams in the Christmas narrative
had! What if Joseph or the wise men had dismissed them as amusing and due
to something they’d eaten rather than God’s way of guiding his people and
ensuring his son survived past the age of two!
Interestingly it only seems to be Matthew where there are dreams. In Luke
messages of this sort are given by angels. The angel Gabriele told Mary about
the baby she would have. She willingly accepted her role. It was angels that
told the shepherds. So they went to see.
When was the last time you were told something by an angel? I’ve had some
important things said to me by lovely people but I’m pretty sure none of them
were angels!
All this left me thinking. Should I be paying more attention to my dreams, has
God been trying to tell me things that I am ignoring? Should I be looking out for
angels? Would I know one if I saw one? Or were dreams and angels just
called upon at the time of Jesus birth?
What do you think? Have you been guided by God in a dream, or spoken to by
an angel? I’d be interested to know.

Martyn Verge

KURC New Year’s Day walk 2018
This year’s traditional New Year’s Day
walk, led by Georgina Forbes, ventured
into the damp and muddy wilds of
Wimbledon Common before retreating
to the warmth of a local pub for wellearned refreshment and fortification.
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Regular activities
Sunday:
15.30

Messy Church (monthly, but Sundays vary)

Monday:
10.00

Parents & Toddlers (during school terms)

Tuesday:
19.30

Book Club: ‘Spiritual wellbeing’ (third Tuesday monthly)
Speak to Linda Austin or Katie Frost for location

Wednesday:
10.00
13.10
14.00 & 19.30

Tots’ Praise (during school terms)
Lunchtime service
Faith studies – check dates and frequency of short courses

Thursday:
19.00
19.30

International Friendship Café
Line Dancing

Friday:
13.00
14.00
14.00
22.00

Friday prayers
Quiz afternoon for Foyer guests (second Friday monthly)
Dancing with Lyn (ballroom and Latin American dancing)
All-night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00)

Saturday:
10.00
22.00

Stay & Play (third Saturday monthly)
All-night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00)

You can keep in touch with worship and activities at our church through our website:
www.kingstonurc.org. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

How to contribute to Church News:
Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities
are welcome. Copy for Church News must reach the editor, preferably by email,
no later than midday on the second Sunday of the month.
The next copy deadline is 12 noon on Sunday 11 February; Editor: Robin Pilbeam
FINANCIAL DONATIONS may be made to the church in a number of ways, including via our
MyDonate page, accessible through every page of our website at www.kingstonurc.org. You
can al\o pay directly into our bank account: sort code 20-46-76, account number 33 05 49 42.
If you would like more information on giving to KURC, please ask any elder.

Church News is the magazine of Kingston United Reformed Church
which is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project in Kingston Town Centre
with its partner, All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place.
The town centre ministers meet regularly.
We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston
Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc, 22 Eden Street, Kingston, KT1 1DN for printing Church News
Tel: 020 8547 1547; e-mail: info@mbekingston.co.uk

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover
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Kingston United Reformed Church - information
A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine
to come and share in our services and activities

MINISTERS
Rev Lesley M Charlton
Tel: 020 8399 4423
E-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org

Rev Suk In Lee
Tel: 020 8949 2070
E-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com

CHURCH SECRETARY
Cathy Seymour
Tel: 020 8547 3687
E-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org
OUR SUNDAY SERVICES

OUR CHURCH OFFICERS

10.00 – Traditional Worship
(with communion first Sunday monthly)

Financial Reporter
John Watts
Tel: 020 8549 6501
E-mail: john_watts@isoparix.com

11.30 – All Age Worship
(with communion on the last Sunday
monthly)
18.30 – Reflective Worship
(with communion on the third Sunday
monthly)
On the second Sunday of each month
a combined service at 10.30
replaces the 10.00 and 11.30 services
Tea and coffee are served
between the 10.00 and 11.30 services,
before the 10.30 service on the second
Sunday, and after the 18.30 service

Youth Worker:
Sally Butler
Tel: 07807 348 326
E-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org
Centre Manager:
Catherine Treweek
Operations Assistant:
Joe Neligan
Monday – Friday; 09.00 – 17.30
Tel: 020 8549 1888
E-mail: premises@urckingston.org.uk

During the 10.00, 10.30 and 11.30
services there are group activities for
children of all ages. Visiting children
are welcome to join them
Our Foyer is normally open every weekday and Saturday from 11.00 until 14.00 for
coffee and tea. The Sanctuary is also open daily from 11.30 to 13.30 for private prayer,
with access via the Foyer.
Need to talk to someone about a problem or concern? There is sometimes a designated
listener available in the Foyer; if not, please speak to the coffee server or contact Lesley
Charlton.

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see inside back cover

