
 

CHURCH NEWS 
Kingston United Reformed Church 

www.kingstonurc.org 
 

June 2018 
 

 
 

Artwork by Carol Clack 
 
 

Inside ¨Diary 02¨Minister’s Letter 03¨Cathy 04¨Pastoral News 05 
¨KURC Gift Day 06¨Blue Badge parking Kingston Hospital 07¨Mountain top 
encounter with God 08¨11:30 music group 09¨Message 09 ¨Flowers 10 
¨Kingston Samaritans 10¨Church Weekend 11¨Korean conference 12 
¨Toy washing 13¨Town Centre Chaplaincy 14¨Lunchtime recital 16 
¨Helmar 16¨Book club review 17¨Favourite hymn 18¨On obsession 18 
¨John Wesley in Leatherhead 19¨IBRA readings 20¨Let’s Face It 21¨Gift day 
poster 22¨Regular activities 23¨Information 24 

 
www.kingstonurc.org                   Charity No. 1131880 

Edited this month by Bron Robinson  



Church	News	–	June	2018																																																																																																																													Page	2	
	

																												To	make	a	financial	donation	to	Kingston	URC,	please	see	inside	back	cover	
	

Church Diary: June 2018 
For regular events, see inside back cover.  Diary also available on www.kingstonurc.org 

 
May 2018  
Sun 27 10.00 Worship 
 11.30 All-Age Worship (Communion) 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
Weds 30 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
June 2018  
Fri 1 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 3 10.00 Worship (Communion) 
 11.30 All-Age Worship 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
Weds 6 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Fri 8 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 10 Gift Day  
 09.30 Coffee available 
 10.30 Combined Worship 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
Copy for July/August Church News to Tony Wenman by 12.00 
Weds 13 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Fri 15 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 17 10.00 Worship 
 11.30 All-Age Worship 
 18.30 Reflective Worship (Communion) 
Tues 19 19.30 Book Club – contact Katie Frost or Linda Austin 
Weds 20 10.00 Tots’ Praise 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
Fri 22 13.00 – 14.00 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 24 10.00 Worship 
 11.30 All-Age Worship 
 15:30 Messy Church 
 18.30 Reflective Worship 
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LETTER FROM LESLEY 
 
Dear All, 
‘I'm in pain’.  
 

The reply from the doctor: ‘On a scale of one to ten, 
ten being the worst, how bad is the pain?' 
Then there is treatment. 
Hopefully the pain reduces and you move from ten to 
zero. 

 

I'm a follower of Jesus.  
The reply: ‘On a scale of one to ten how well are you doing?’ Not on every 
issue but let's talk about your problem with ......(add as applicable), jealousy, 
being mean spirited, fearful, anxiety about money, drinking too much alcohol, 
over working, gossiping, being judgemental........how well are you doing? 
There is treatment available. 
Some of it is tough. 
All of it comes from love. 
 
Did you know there was treatment available? Things you could be doing? It is 
not like a tablet. It is more like a fitness and food regime. It is about practices 
that can help us to develop and mature as people so these issues reduce in 
their power over us. As we grow in holiness we change from the inside out. 
Practices like what? Well those would be Holy Habits. Being a Christian does 
not happen by chance it comes from intentional behaviour.    
 
The challenge is to celebrate when you move from a 6 to a 4. Yes, still sinful 
but moving. 
 
God notices and applauds. 
It is enough. 
 
          Yours, Lesley  
 
 

Christian Aid Week 2018 children’s film: Stronger than the Storms 
 
Lesley included this film at the 10:30 service on Sunday 13th May to mark the 
beginning of Christian Aid week.  It’s well worth watching.  Paste the link 
below into your internet browser or search for the words “Christian Aid film 
2018”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMd8oB6PePM 
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Cathy’s Conversation 
 
After a long wait, we have a treasurer.  
 
Her name is Christine Chippendale. She has recently begun her association 
with the church through joining the foyer refreshment volunteers.  
 
I will let her tell her story as time goes by.  
 
Around about £250,000 goes in and out of the churches accounts each year. 
Now that seems a lot of money of money to me. As you know sometimes this 
number is a struggle for us, with more going out than coming in. This is not an 
unusual situation for many churches, charities or businesses. This number is 
an indication of scale. However large or small the number, organisations have 
to grapple with the same problem. It does not make us rich, neither does it 
make us poor. We want to be a welcoming, caring, worshipping Christian 
community serving all and that guides the way we spend our money. We do 
our best, each one of us.  
 
It is important that we look after every penny and spend it wisely. It is fair to 
say that whist we have not had a treasurer careful monitoring has been a 
challenge. With help we have come through this.  
 
And so, we welcome Christine, who will be able to manage our finances and 
be forward looking. 
 
What a great way to start the summer.  

Cathy  
 

U 
 

 
Church Handbook amendment 

 
See paper copy. 
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Pastoral News as at 14th May 2018 
 
Praying for each other is something we can all do wherever we are. 
 

 
Out of care for people’s privacy, Personal News has been deleted 

from the web edition of Church News. 
Anyone wishing to receive the full edition of Church News by email, 

should send an email to tony.wenman@gmail.com 
 
 
 
God of hope, 
We give thanks for the lives of Margaret and Hugh and pray for their families 
and friends as they grieve. 
We ask for your blessing on all those taking exams in the weeks ahead. Be 
with them as they prepare and give them your peace. 
We pray for those known to us who are unwell or struggling with some 
problems at the moment. Encourage them through a deeper sense of your 
presence. 
We pray for all those associated with the church who are between 20 and 40 
years of age. As they finish education, establish themselves in careers, start 
families and develop areas of service in the church, bless them and give them 
wisdom in their choices. We pray for all those who serve the church by leading 
groups or activities or represent the church on outside organisations. Give 
them courage and strength as they serve. Give them humility as they seek the 
way they should go. We pray for the Pastoral group as they oversee the 
support structures of the church. Encourage and guide them in their thinking 
and support them as they implement the new structure. 
We pray for Lesley and Suk-In as they lead us; for Ted Bellingham as his time 
of service with us ends; the premises staff; for Sally and her work with young 
people and families and for Sulhee. In all they do for you and our church give 
them renewed faith, new hope and a deeper love for you. Grant us all a deeper 
sense of the hope that is in Jesus. 
Amen. 
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KURC Gift Day 2018 
 
As you probably know, Sunday 10 June will be a KURC Gift Day. Enclosed 
with your copy of this magazine you will find a letter from Lesley which forms 
the cornerstone of the Gift Day appeal. 
 
The day will be the culmination of an appeal week, during which those church 
users who do not regularly attend Sunday services will also have the 
opportunity of making a gift to KURC. The Sunday itself will provide a focus 
for us to celebrate and honour all that KURC does for its members, its friends 
and for the community as a whole. And, as a reminder of just how wide and 
deep such activity goes, it is well worth revisiting Cathy’s most recent annual 
report in the October 2017 edition of Church News. The Gift Day is also an 
opportunity for each of us to reflect on and respond to all that our church 
means to us personally. Yesterday, today and into the future.  
 
Why a Gift Day? 
 
The straight answer is that without a Gift Day we shall not be able to balance 
our books this year (1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019) without a drastic raid on 
our financial reserves. This would put our whole financial position in jeopardy. 
For some years now, the scope of our work has not been matched by the 
make-up of our income, generating a balance sheet that calls for a periodic 
income top-up. Our last Gift Day was in 2015. We hope to raise at least 
£30,000 from this one.   
 
In the meantime, we continue to take a hard look at how we might reduce 
expenditure without eroding our activity, while continuing to work hard to 
optimise the income we derive from lettings and licences. But as you will see 
from the chart opposite, we remain - very much like the vast majority of 
churches - heavily dependent for our funding on the generosity of our 
congregations. 
 
We shall have a special offering at each of the Gift Day services on Sunday 
10 June. If, as we hope, you would like to make a donation, you can do so in 
cash, by cheque, or via one of the pledge forms which are available. If you 
will not be at church on the Sunday but would still like to be a part of the Gift 
Day, you can make your donation via the church office during the preceding 
week. Alternatively you can use the MyDonate page on KURC’s website 
www.kingstonurc.org. Or, of course, you can always make a transfer to 
KURC’s bank account: Kingston URC Charity, sort code 20-46-73, account 
number 60 92 12 89. In all cases, please do Gift-Aid your donation if you are 
able. 
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By making a donation, you help fuel the strength and self-confidence with 
which KURC aims to leave its imprint on an ever more challenging future. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Each one should give, then, as he has decided, not with regret or out of a sense of duty; 
for God loves the one who gives gladly. 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

   
 
 
 

Blue badge parking at Kingston Hospital 
 
You will be aware that Kingston Hospital introduced charging for blue badge 
holders last January.  They had not carried out an equality impact 
assessment prior to introducing the charges.  They have now agreed to 
suspend/pause the charges so that Blue Badge holders can be consulted via 
the survey, published on Survey Monkey.  In the meantime, Blue Badge 
holders just need to display their badge. 
 
Please do complete the survey by clicking on the link below.  The deadline 
for completing the survey is June 10th. 
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/X76LYBJ 

Christine Stuart 
  

Giving
45%

Gift	Aid	
reclaimed	

19%

Miscellaneous	
(activities	and	
investments)

5%

Lettings	and
licences
42%

KURC	INCOME	2018/19
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Mountain top encounter with God 
 
Remember Moses and the ten commandments, Abraham on Mount Moriah 
with his son and Elijah and the still small voice? And you’ve possibly had your 
own mountain top experience(s). Well on Saturday 5th May five members of 
the 11:30 band made pilgrimage up Exhibition Road in Kensington to the Royal 
Albert Hall for what turned out to be a musical mountain top encounter with 
God for us, PROM Praise 2018. 
 
Our mountain top was shared with a 500-strong choir, the All Souls Orchestra 
with over 100 members (which to our surprise we discovered included Haeun 
Kim (a member of KURC, she sometimes plays cello in the services, if you 
don’t know her)) and a few thousand others, who like us, had ventured to 
Kensington. 
 
Celebrating 50 years of Tear Fund and with guests soprano Joanne Lunna and 
song writers Tim Hughes (who wrote some of the songs we sing at the 11:30 
services) and Lucy Grimble, it was a treat of classical music, traditional hymns 
(some rearranged in wonderful ways) and modern songs. I particularly liked 
the rendition of Nessun Dorma sung by four tenors and the massed choir with 
words of praise rather than the original Italian. The evening was linked together 
with prayers and God’s word delivered by Hugh Palmer (Rector at All Souls 
Church). 
 
We went thinking it would be a great way to get some fresh ideas for singing 
the songs at the 11:30 service but we got so much more! It was inspirational 
to be part of such a huge body of people praising God in song.  As one of the 
group said “PROM Praise was really great! It was so uplifting being in a room 
where all the people enjoy music and want to honour God in such a powerful 
way. (Plus the mushrooms in the royal Albert Hall are bigger than they look!!)” 
and said “I want to sing in that choir next year!”.  Another said: “I liked Prom 
Praise because it wasn't only like a concert but we worshipped God.”  
 
Hopefully we can transfer some of the mood to the 11:30 worship but as with 
all mountain tops it’s not always easy to share the wonder of the view once 
you are back at ground level. We will certainly do our best though! 
 

He Yeon; Rhiannon; Sulhee; Trudy and Martyn 
	
	
	 	



Church	News	–	June	2018																																																																																																																													Page	9	
	

																												To	make	a	financial	donation	to	Kingston	URC,	please	see	inside	back	cover	
	

Talking about the 11:30 music group …. 
 
During an 11:30 service in late April, the worship music group were joined by 
some new drummers.   
 
It started off with a bit of sibling rivalry over which drum to have (below left). 
The three young drummers then gradually inched closer and closer to the 
band until they were finally right in the thick of it – and they all sounded great! 
 

  
	
	
 

Message 
If you are ‘coupled up’, whatever form that takes, this message is not for you. 

However, if you are single - delighting in it, challenged by it, wanting a 
partner, lonely, happily celibate, resigned, then let’s get together to talk. 

It might be you have things to learn.  It might be you have things to share. 

How do you meet people? How do you sustain yourself? 

What do you do about the need for intimacy? 

This is not a dating night. 

Time from 7pm – Date- 13th June.   

We will meet for dinner at 12, Regent Road.  Come if you can. 
  
This is the only notification you will get about this. There will not be an 
individual follow up. (That would be presumptuous). 

Lesley 
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Church flowers for June 
 
  3 June      June Davis 
 
10 June      Barbara Parker 
 
17 June      Ina Atherton 
 
24 June      Hellen Akao 

 
 
  
 
 

Thanksgiving service for Kingston Samaritans 
50 years serving Kingston 

 
 
Kingston Samaritans invite members of KURC to attend our 50th Anniversary 
celebration service which is to be held at All Saints Church, Market Place, 
Kingston upon Thames, KT1 1JP at 2pm on Saturday 16th June. The service 
will last for about 45 minutes.  
 
We are inviting our local MP and the Mayor of Kingston and as many of our 
friends and supporters as possible. There will be tea and cakes available after 
the service to give an opportunity to catch up with our friends and supporters.  
 
The Kingston branch was founded by the Rev Roger Wild of St Pauls Church 
Kingston Hill in May 1968. He had four deputies, one of which was the Rev 
Christopher Blair-Fish who was minister of Tolworth URC.  
 
The service is open to everyone so do please spread the word.  If you want to 
know more ask Christine. 

Christine Thompson 
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The Church Weekend is coming to you: 20th – 22nd July 
(we are having it in KURC’s building – you can sleep in your own bed) 

 
We would really like you to be there. 
We want to have time together with all our congregations. 
Come for as much of the time as you can. 
 
For the Church Weekend, we will be looking at the URC’s idea of helping us 
all in our discipleship using an idea called Holy Habits. 
 
The ten habits are:  
• Biblical teaching – studying the bible  
• Fellowship – deep relationships  
• Breaking of bread – Holy Communion  
• Prayer – adventures of prayer  
• Giving – models of giving  
• Service – Christian love in action  
• Eating together – the heavenly banquet  
• Gladness and generosity – joy practised  
• Worship – a way of life  
• Making more disciples – holistic salvation  
 
We do not propose to skim over all of them but to focus on no more than 3. 
Which three? Which ones? We need to know. Please sign up on the sheet.  
Or more accurately Rev. Richard Church needs to know. He is a Deputy 
General Secretary of the URC and is coming to lead the weekend. 
 
The plan is we will have time together. We will learn some things. Eat. Sing. 
Worship. Have fun. Study. Play games. Watch a film. If you can do it, you 
would be most welcome to sleep in the building.  
The talks will be translated into Korean so as many of us as possible can 
take part.  
Date 20th – 22nd July. All ages welcome. Cost – donation of £25. (If you 
cannot afford that please do not let that put you off - we want you there.)  
There is a sign-up sheet. 
 
We will be in teams for food preparation – would you be prepared to lead a 
team? Take part? Cook a lasagne? Or a cake? Organise the bring and share 
on Friday evening? 
 
We start on Friday from 5. Finish after lunch on Sunday.  
There will be activities for all ages. Please come.   
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Korean conference 
	
	

 

 
Korean missionaries and their 
families from Europe gathered in 
New Malden for their annual 
conference in the week after Easter. It 
was great to see them in the New 
Malden church praising God and 
sharing together. 

The conference members stayed at 
the travel Lodge in Tolworth but 
prepared breakfast each morning at 
New Malden. A continental breakfast 
with a vast choice of fruit and other 
delights, then a traditional Korean 
breakfast on the last day. 

 

 

 
On a rainy Wednesday evening they 
cooked a barbecue in the church 
garden, though the food was eaten 
inside. 

Members of Kingston church 
prepared a gift bag to give to 
each member of the conference; 
you may recognise Revd Lesley 
Charlton at the front of the 
photo. 
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Kingston and New Malden churches 
provided a traditional British meal on 
Tuesday lunchtime, a plate of fish and 
chips followed by Apple Crumble and 
custard! 
In the centre of the photo is the Revd John 
Proctor the General Secretary of the United 
Reformed Church who came to address the 
conference. 

The conference concluded with a 
service of Holy Communion led by 
the Revd Bihyun Kim the outgoing 
chair of the conference. It was a 
privilege to host this event and it 
seemed as though all the participants 
had a great time here. Next year they 
will meet in Frankfurt. 

 
Peter Flint, New Malden URC 

 
Toy Washing 

 
When you steward of an evening, you get a chance to see a bit of the variety 
of things that go on in our building each week. A few weeks ago, apart from 
the usual Monday evening group who hire a room, I was joined by Sally, Ray 
and a few of the Parents and Toddlers parents / carers.  What were they 
doing (other than sharing some food and drink)?  Well, they got out every 
single toy in the place, sorted, washed them and put them away again.  Not 
glamorous work, but essential and it looked like good fun too!         Bron 
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Kingston Town Centre Chaplaincy 
 
I had a dream to offer a chaplaincy ministry to those working in retail in the 
borough of Kingston. A friend of mine offered to help to bring this dream to 
fruition with the support of the YMCA. We told the ministers at All Saints 
Anglican Church, Kingston United Reformed Church and John Bunyan 
Baptist Church and they agreed to be our supervisors and advisers. We 
visited existing town centre chaplaincies in Manchester, Derby, Watford and 
Winchester.  
The primary purpose of the ministry was to offer a listening ear, support, and 
encouragement to retail employees in Kingston, though we are open to 
engage with other users of the town centre if approached by them. We hoped 
that our ministry might expand over time to cover the whole retail area of 
Kingston and perhaps other retail areas in the borough. Our aim is to make 
our borough a more pleasant place to work in for retail employees, which we 
believe to be God’s aim for us as his disciples. We offer prayer if requested 
and are clear about our work being an expression of our Christian faith. 
However, we are conscious that we are guests in the workplaces we visit 
and, therefore, do not preach or try to get people to come to our churches 
unless they first express a wish to do so. We take God’s love out into our 
town centre by expressing our concern for those working there. This ministry 
is open to all Christian churches in the borough and the current chaplains 
come from Kingston United Reformed Church, St Mathew’s Anglican Church 
Surbiton and St Joseph’s Catholic Church New Malden. 
A pilot for this service was launched in 2015, initially with two and expanding 

to four chaplains. We went out in pairs on 
Tuesday afternoon each week to visit those 
working in retail outlets in the area surrounding 
the market and in Eden Walk. We very quickly 
found that our visits were welcomed and 
appreciated. So in 2016 the four of us were 
inducted as chaplains at the United Reformed 
Church in Kingston and we have continued the 
ministry since then. Last year one of us had to 

stand down due to health issues and this leaves three of us. We believe that 
God wants this ministry to continue but we need more people to join us. With 
more workers we could cover more of Kingston shopping centre. 
We believe that God calls us to provide this support, and this belief has been 
encouraged by the reception we have had from those we visit. Sometimes 
the conversation is of a general nature about how business is going, about 
the work they do and such matters. Sometimes people talk about their family 
life and how their work impacts on this. Sometimes problems are discussed 
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such as family issues, relationship difficulties and work issues. Sometimes 
we are asked directly to pray about issues, and at times we have agreed to 
seek prayer from our congregations for people. Working in retail is not always 
easy and some of the issues we have discovered are around lone working, 
working on zero hours contracts, travelling long distances to work, having to 
be available to work seven days a week, insecurity of employment in this 
sector, and many others. In our time of ministry we have seen several retail 
outlets close and have been available to support workers during this difficult 
time. 
The requirements to join us in this work are primarily a feeling that God is 
calling you to it and a genuine 
concern for others. We are pleased 
to take people out with us if they 
want to see what we do. It involves a 
commitment of two or three hours a 
week and perhaps another few hours 
a year in meetings etc. We currently 
go out on Tuesday afternoons 
because these are a quiet time in the 
shops and workers in the shops have 
time to talk to us. It really is not 
difficult and we can provide any 

training you need. All those 
joining us would go out with 
one of us to show them the 
way. We always go out in 
pairs and we wear a tabard 
and a badge so that we are 
easily recognised. We feel 
that we get more out of it than 
we give, so please contact us 
if you are even a little bit 
interested and find out more 
about it. You can contact the 
chaplains on 07444 609 541 
and we can make 

arrangements for one of us to meet with you. If you cannot join us please 
remember our work in your prayers. 

Maddie Anlezark 
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Our next lunchtime recital… 
 
…will be on Thursday May 31st at 12.30pm, when Clare McEvoy (clarinet) 
accompanied by Michael Bevan on the piano will be playing: 
 
• ‘Five Bagatelles’ by Gerald Finzi 
• ‘Fantasie’ by Jorg Widmann 
• Arnold Bax’s clarinet sonata  
 
Clare is currently studying at the Guildhall School of Music.   

John Fisher 
 
 

HELMAR CARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
(A short introduction to one of the groups that works in offices in our building.) 

 
Helmar Care and Community services is committed to securing a 
happy, healthy and more fulfilling livelihood for young and older 
members of the community. 
 

Main Activities: 
We actively promote health awareness amongst the community, 
Employment training to unemployed communities on home care sector 
to develop career pathways; we hold advice sessions on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays for the community on issues affecting them, we organise 
events for families. 
We also support orphaned children in Northern and Eastern Uganda 
with school fees. 
Helmar Care and Community Services run a care agency that employ 
and train staff to care for the elderly in their own homes and we are 
registered with Care Quality Commission.  We do 24-hour care; sleep 
ins; waking nights; etc. 
 

Contact: 
Tel: 0208 546 1671; email: info@helmarcare.org.uk; web: helmarcare.org.uk 
 

Hellen Akao  
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Review of A Mindfulness Guide for the Frazzled by Ruby Wax 
Ruby wax is a comedian and she has written a fast-paced and witty book to explain 
quite complex issues. Behind the book is an honest search for answers to a difficult 
illness, depression. She leads a busy and often stressful life and has often suffered 
herself from bouts of clinical depression.  She explains using examples from her 
personal life, some of the effects of depression and helplessness faced by the 
sufferer when it strikes especially as one rarely has any warning. In essence the 
book describes her journey through her episodes of illness and how she has come 
to manage her recovery through employing mindfulness-based cognitive therapy 
(MBCT) which she has studied at post-graduate level.  She was particularly 
exercised by an attack which lasted for two and a half months. By then she had 
worked hard to overcome her disability and had hoped that, by having started to 
practice mindfulness, if she were to have another attack, she would get some 
warning. As she discovered, this did not happen. So, it appears Mindfulness is a tool 
to help but not stave off depression. 
In sharing her own experiences, she has written what can be regarded as a self-help 
book for those who suffer with depression and provides guidance for those wanting 
to gain some understanding of mindfulness as a means of reflecting on, and working 
through, difficult emotional or behavioural situations.   
The book is in three parts.  The first part describes Ruby’s own life and experiences 
with depression and her discovery of mindfulness and its connection with 
neuroscience. The second part is a six-week course on mindfulness exercises which 
is followed by chapters encouraging the use of mindfulness techniques with young 
children and teenagers. The book ends with a review of the positive effects of 
mindfulness on the self-regulation of emotions as shown in brain function of both the 
author and a group of primary and secondary school children. The last chapter is 
given over to the description of a week’s silent retreat where she learned a lot about 
herself and an acceptance of who she is. She has brain scans both before and after 
the retreat to ascertain whether there were changes in her brain responses as a 
result of her retreat and she publishes the results. 
Ruby knows she is a driven and fiercely competitive person. It is what has made her 
so successful but she has taken a good, hard look at herself and learned to accept 
herself. To paraphrase her own words, she does not know if she will have another 
bout of depression but she no longer lives in fear of it. She will reduce her medication 
fully understanding that some people can never manage to come off them and that 
if she can’t, she won’t think it a failure. She has learned to be comfortable on her own 
and feels awake. This cannot be a bad outcome even if it has been difficult to 
achieve. 
We are now reading Karen Armstrong’s ‘A Spiral Staircase’. Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday 19th June from 19:30 at Katie Frost’s home. You would be most welcome 
to join us.  

The KURC Book Club 
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Jan Troy’s favourite hymn 
	

80 years ago this month, I was christened at Kingston Congregational Church 
Eden Street by Rev Morton Stanley.  The following year my mother and I went 
to spend the war years with my grandparents in the Rhondda Valley, South 
Wales, where we attended a Welsh Baptist chapel.  Returning to Kingston in 
1946 we attended Eden Street and remained attending there for 60 plus years 
until John and I retired to Cardiff five years ago. 
Eden Street church was a large part of my life and faith and we also attended 
afternoon services at the Welsh Society in Elm Road and joined the choir there.  
One of my two favourite hymns of course is Guide me O Thou Great Jehovah, 
tune Cwm Rhondda, the only hymn in Congregational Praise printed in English 
and Welsh. 
John and I send our regards to anyone who may remember us.  We enjoy 
receiving Church News each month and keeping up with all the activities at 
Eden Street.                                                                                        Jan Troy 
 
	

On obsession 
 
A prayer in a recent morning service took me by surprise.   I heard no later 
qualification, and what it said was, 'Forgive us, O God, our obsession with all 
that is wrong, all that is not working....'.   (Check it out - 8 mins 40 seconds 
into http://www.kingstonurc.org/PODCASTS/service_2018_04_15.m3u   You 
can find out at the same time where the website displays the services!). 
 

Well....   Had there been no 'obsession with all that is wrong', Jeremiah could 
have gone home and put his feet up.  The money-lenders could have carried 
on trading, and John the Baptist could have kept his head and lived to a ripe 
old age on wild honey and the odd locust.    We would still have slavery, there 
would certainly be no votes for women, no Christian Aid - and Benjamin 
Franklin might as well have kept his opinons to himself:  'Justice will not be 
served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are' 
(KURC service paper 4th March). 
   
We'd have to re-write the hymnbooks, of course: 'Still the Spirit gives us 
light, seeing wrong and setting right.'?   Don't think so - let it be....    No 
'obsession with all that is wrong'?    KURC would make the church at 
Sardis (Rev.ch3) look like a powerhouse! 
 

Thank God for those who see what's wrong, and call it out!   Thank God for 
those who see what's not working, and fix it!   Thank God for obsessives! 
 

 John Watts  
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John Wesley …. in Leatherhead 
 
In February Church News, Liz Bartlett wrote about a visit that she and Ken made to 
John Wesley’s ‘New Room’ in Bristol. Liz told us that John Wesley covered 
approximately 250,000 miles in his lifetime of preaching.  Well, it turns out that the 
very last sermon he ever preached was in Leatherhead.  Nick and I saw this plaque 
a couple of months ago whilst on a walk around the town.  I took a photo to send to 
my father (a life-long Wesley fan).   
 

 
 

 

One of Dad’s pieces of Wesley 
memorabilia is a cup and saucer (the 
cup is a bit chipped and glued). A quick 
internet search indicates that it 
probably dates from about 1839 and 
commemorates the centenary of 
Wesleyan Methodism.  It includes an 
image of Centenary Hall, which was 
located on the eastern end of 
Bishopsgate Street, London. 
 
Unfortunately, Dad can’t remember 
now how the cup and saucer came into 
his possession; possibly it came from 
an old family friend in his home town of 
Barmouth, who was a jeweller and a 
faithful Wesleyan Methodist.  

Bron Robinson 
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International Bible Reading Association - IBRA 
 
 
The readings for June 2018 are reproduced below. The list may also be downloaded at 
from our website at: www.ibraglobal.org 

Readings in Mark (2) 
 
1 
Sunday 27 May     Mark 6:14–29 
Monday 28 May    Mark 6:30–44 
Tuesday 29 May    Psalm 111 
Wednesday 30 May Mark 6:45–56 
Thursday 31 May    Mark 7:1–23  
Friday 1 June    Mark 7:24–37 
Saturday 2 June    Mark 8:22–26 
 
2 
Sunday 3 June    Mark 8:27–9:1 
Monday 4 June    Mark 9:2–13  
Tuesday 5 June    Mark 9:42–49 
Wednesday 6 June  Mark 10:13–16 
Thursday 7 June    Mark 10:17–30 
Friday 8 June    Mark 10:32–45 
Saturday 9 June    Psalm 110  
 
3 
Sunday 10 June     Mark 11:1–11 
Monday 11 June    Psalm 24    
Tuesday 12 June    Mark 11:15–19 
Wednesday 13 June  Mark 12:13–17 
Thursday 14 June    Mark 12:18–27 
Friday 15 June    Mark 12:28–34 
Saturday 16 June    Mark 12:35–44 
 

A place to stay 
 
1 Wandering 
Sunday 17 June      Luke 9:57–62   
Monday 18 June      Genesis 4:8–16 
Tuesday 19 June    Genesis 7:1–16   
Wednesday 20 June Genesis 12:1–  
Thursday 21 June    Ruth 1:1–5  
Friday 22 June        Ruth 1:6–18    
Saturday 23 June    Luke 10:1–11   
 
2  Settling 
Sunday 24 June      Zephaniah 3:14–20   
Monday 25 June      Ruth 1:19–22    
Tuesday 26 June    Acts 28:11–16, 30   
Wednesday 27 June Jeremiah 29:1–9   
Thursday 28 June   Romans 13:1–10   
Friday 29 June      Genesis 26:12–33   
Saturday 30 June Deuteronomy 26:1–15 
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Let’s Face It (LFI) 
 
Recently I went alone to Westgate-on-Sea, as John is still not feeling well enough to 
travel. This was to attend the Annual General Meeting of the charity “Let’s Face It” 
(LFI) which is dear to my heart.  Its headquarters is situated in this town. May I remind 
those of you who are not familiar with this organisation that it was established in 1984 
by Christine Piff who herself fell victim to cancer of the face which brings not only 
pain, discomfort, disfigurement but a large psychological trauma to many sufferers 
in the world. Originally, she decided to provide a network for all the unfortunate 
people in the UK.  However, LFI became to be known not only in the UK, but in 
Europe and other countries of the world. I joined this network in 1991, following my 
brain surgery which resulted subsequently in Bell’s palsy.  Of course, I should 
consider myself very lucky when I meet other friends from this charity who had to 
cope with so much more discomfort and disfigurement. We had so many good 
patrons in the past, e.g. the late Victoria Wood, and our patron at present is HRH 
Princess Michael of Kent. 
 

 

For many years, it became a tradition of this 
charity to present each year a statue “The 
Nefertiti” to a person from the charity who 
excels himself or herself in any way and 
overcomes his or her problems in 
demonstrating courage, or becoming a 
good ambassador and example to others.   

The sculpture originally was made for the 
network by a sculptor Ian Nicole, who 
himself heroically succumbed to 
cancer. The inscription on the sculpture is 
“Let the beauty we love, be what we do”.    

And this year it was presented to Barry Cohen who is employed by Royal Mail and 
who for many years gave outstanding support for charitable fundraising and for 
general administrative matters of the organisation.  Last year it was given to Ellen 
Volmer, a German student who had to carry this statue of the Netertiti all the way 
from Leeds, where she is now on her final year in the York University so that it could 
be presented to Barry. 

Our meeting was followed by a good and scrumptious lunch and, as usual, we played 
a lottery and listened to one of our young members, who played a flute, and Ellen 
who gave us a talk. 

The day was simply glorious and we had a chance prior to the meeting to stroll along 
the shore and the beach of the sea and just enjoy blue sky, blue sea and boisterous 
seagulls. 

If you would like to find more about this organisation, simply google “Let’s Face It”. 

Natasha Reid  
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KINGSTON	URC	
GIFT	DAY	

Sunday	10	June	2018	
  

 
 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
• to safeguard and strengthen our vibrant upbeat ministry 
• to build on our seven-days-a-week work with the community 
• to restore our financial reserves and secure KURC’s future 
 
 

 
 
 
YOU CAN MAKE YOUR DONATION OR PLEDGE 
• at one of our Gift Day services on Sunday 10 June (10.30 

and 18.30), or 
• using the MyDonate page on KURC’s website: 

www.kingstonurc.org, or 
• via the church office during the preceding week 

 
 

Thank	you	
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Regular Activities  

 
Sunday:  
15.30  Messy Church (monthly, but Sundays vary) 
 

Monday:  
10.00  Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
 

Tuesday: 
19.30  Book Club: ‘Spiritual Wellbeing’ (third Tuesday monthly) 
  Speak to Linda Austin or Katie Frost for location 
 

Wednesday:  
10.00  Tots’ Praise   
13.10  Lunchtime Service 
14.00 & 19.30 Faith Studies – check date & frequency of courses 
 

Thursday: 
19.00  International Friendship Café 
19.30  Line Dancing 
 

Friday: 
13.00  Friday Prayers 
14.00  Quiz afternoon for Foyer guests (second Friday monthly) 
14.00  Ballroom & Latin American dancing with Lyn  
22.00  All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00)  
 

Saturday: 
10.00  Stay and Play (third Saturday monthly)  
22.00  All night prayers and Street Pastors (until 04.00) 
   

 
 

How to contribute to Church News: 
Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities are welcome.   

Copy for Church News must reach the editor no later than midday on the second Sunday of the month.   
Copy by e-mail is preferred. 

The next copy deadline is 11.30 am on Sunday, 10 June.  Editor: Tony Wenman. 
   
 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS may be made to the church in a number of ways, including via our “My Donate” 
page, accessible through every page of our website at www.kingstonurc.org.  You can also pay directly into 
our bank account: sort code 20-46-76, account number 33054942.  If you would like more information on 
giving to KURC, please ask any elder. 
 

 
Kingston United Reformed Church is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project in 
Kingston Town Centre with its partner, All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place.  

The town centre ministers meet regularly.   
We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston 

 
. 

Thank you to Mail Boxes Etc. 22 Eden Street, Kingston, KT1 1DN, for printing Church News. 
Tel: 020 8547 1547 e-mail: info@mbekingston.co.uk 

 
 

You can keep in touch with worship and activities at our church through our website: 
www.kingstonurc.org.  You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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Kingston United Reformed Church – Information 

 
  

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in 
our services and activities 

 
 

The Sanctuary is open for private prayer with access via the foyer. 
 

Coffee and Tea:  Our foyer is normally open every weekday and Saturday from 
11.00 until 14.00 for coffee and tea. 
 

Need to talk to someone about a problem or concern?  There is sometimes a 
designated listener available in the foyer; if not, please speak to the coffee server 
or contact Lesley Charlton. 
 

 
 
Our Sunday Services: 
 
10.00 – Traditional Worship 
(with communion first Sunday monthly) 
 
 
11.30 – All Age Worship 
(with communion on the last Sunday 
monthly) 
 
 
18.30 – Reflective Worship 
(with communion on the third Sunday 
monthly) 
 
 
On the second Sunday of each month 
a combined service at 10.30 replaces 
the 10.00 and 11.30 services 
 
 
Tea and coffee are served between 
the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before 
the 10.30 service on the second 
Sunday and after the 18.30 service 
 
 
During the 10.00, 10.30 and 11.30 
services there are group activities for 
children of all ages.  Visiting children 
are welcome to join them 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministers:  Rev Lesley M Charlton 
Tel:  020 8399 4423 
E-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org 
 
Rev Suk In Lee 
Tel:  020 8949 2070 
E-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com 
 
Church Secretary: 
Cathy Seymour 
Tel:  020 8549 1431   
E-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org 
 
Finance Reporter: 
John Watts 
Tel:  020 8549 6501 
E-mail: john_watts@isoparix.com 
 
Youth & Families Worker: 
Sally Butler 
Mobile:  07807 348326 
E-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org 
 
Centre Manager:  Catherine Treweek 
Operations Assistant:  Joe Neligan   
Monday – Friday  09.00 – 17.00 
Tel:  020 8549 1888 
E-mail:  premises@urckingston.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
  


