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Church diary: June 2021   
 

At the time of writing (mid-May 2021) Covid-related restrictions on 
movement are gradually being lifted in line with the government 
roadmap. A Covid-secure 5pm Sunday worship service in the building 
has re-started, with social distancing and use of facemasks, but no 
communal singing or social activity after the service. The church building 
is not yet open for private prayer. However, even while restrictions 
persist, KURC is still very much open as a church and a community, and 
there is a wide range of worship and other activities available online. 
Please see the table below and check www.kingstonurc.org regularly for 
any changes. 
 
Sunday 
from 6 
June 

10.00  

Zoom 
 
 
11.30 
at KURC 
17.00 
at KURC 

Worship and communion, followed by 

opportunities to chat in breakout rooms. The 
sermon is also available, as live, via 
www.kingstonurc.org. 
Informal service in the building (see restrictions 
above) 
Evening service in the building (see restrictions 
above) 

Any time Email Links to worship resources for use with 
children/young people are circulated each 
week by email. Email Sally Butler, 
youth@kingstonurc.org for details 

Daily  Email Daily prayers by email Please contact Teresa 
James if you would like to receive these 

Monday - 
Friday 

10.00 
Zoom 

Online prayers 

Monday - 
Saturday 
 

11.00-
14.00 
at KURC  

Foyer coffee service.  
(If you have a few hours to spare in your week, 
once a fortnight or once a month, please contact 
Liz Cook) 

Monday 
(fortnightly) 

19.30 
Zoom 

Meditation. Please contact Stuart Chandler, 

stu_chandler@hotmail.com 

Monday 20.00 
Zoom 

Body, Mind and Soul Workout. Please contact 
Rosette Bali or Sally Butler for details. 

Tuesday 10.30 
Zoom 

Korean Bible Reading Group 
Zoom ID: 602 967 7597 

Wednesday  10.00 
YouTube  

Totsô Praise. Email youth@kingstonurc.org for 

links 

Wednesday 10.00 
Zoom 

International Friendship Café - Good News 

Bible reading. Zoom ID: 602 967 7597  

http://www.kingstonurc.org/
http://www.kingstonurc.org/
mailto:youth@kingstonurc.org
mailto:stu_chandler@hotmail.com
mailto:youth@kingstonurc.org
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19.30 
 
19.40 
 
Both 
Zoom 

Bible study ï Ken Bartlett & Stuart Chandler 
session 
House Group / Bible study ï Rachel Masonôs 

session 
Contact stu_chandler@hotmail.comfor details 
and links 

Thursday 20.00 
Zoom  

Janineôs Thursday night soirée. Relaxed chat. 

Contact Janine ï as below 

Daily 11.00  
(11.30 on 
Sundays) 
Skype 

Coffee morning. An informal opportunity to 

catch up with KURC friends or make new ones. 
Contact Janine Goddard for links: 
janine.goddard@me.com / 07837 390330 

Regularly Email or 
WhatsApp 

Messages and requests for prayer from 
Lesley.  

If you would like to be included in these regular 
communications, please email 
minister@kingstonurc.org.  

 

For Zoom IDs and passwords, please refer to Catherine Treweekôs 

weekly emails sent out on Fridays. And contact Catherine ï 
kingstonurc@gmail.com / 07808 351 801 (10.00 ï 16.00 weekdays only) 
to be added to our mailing list.  

 

 
                                                                          Painting by Janine Goddard 

 

mailto:stu_chandler@hotmail.com
mailto:janine.goddard@me.com
mailto:minister@kingstonurc.org
mailto:kingstonurc@gmail.com


Page 4                                                                     Church News ï June 2021 

 

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 

 

Letter from Lesley  
 

Itôs dark here. 
 

Safe. Dry but dark. Some of us like it.  
óTime to leave the tentô, someone shouts. 

óYippeeô say some and they rush out, calling to 

others, óCome on, letôs goô. óPartyô.  

Others creep out and then retreat and repeat. 

And some have got used to their tent. They do 

not want to leave. Itôs safe. Not lovely but safe. 

Some people have never been as well as they have been this year 

isolated from the rest of us carrying our germs. 

Some hear the cry to leave the tents with joy and others are conflicted. 

Yes they want to move forward but itôs risky. Not risky to them but risky 

to people they love.  

Slowly slowly slowly. 

At some point in the future we will stumble out of our tents from the dry 

not very great safety into the day. What will we find?  

Change. 

However we will move out at different rates. 

We need to let others do that. We need to be people who respect the 

choices of others.  

Where is God in this? 

God has been with us in our tents. God is with us outside the tent. I do 

not think God is the voice shouting óLeave your tentô. Nor the voice 

saying óStayô. God is the voice saying, óI will be with you wherever you 

are.ô 

But itôs dark here. We are isolated from others and human beings need 

people.  

All through the pandemic we could have been gathering to worship. We 

chose to shut the church building to keep people safe.  

We now gather in the building to worship at 5 and from the start of June 

it will also be at 11.30 as well. 
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Zoom is still happening every Sunday but the time will change to 10.00. 

Alone in the dark is not where we were meant to be. The pace of change 

is complex and a challenge. Slowly for some and running for others. Can 

we move beyond our fears and can we acknowledge we need each 

other? And can we let people be different from us?  

Regards, 

Lesley 

Pastoral News 
 

Thank you everyone who is keeping in touch with a number of people 
connected to church. Over twenty people are using phone calls, texts, letters, 
cards, WhatsApp or online calls to let others know they are not forgotten. 
  

I remember many years ago when I was going through a difficult time a young 
person sent me a card that quoted the words from the book of Isaiah, óI will 
never forget you,ô (Isaiah chapter 44 end of verse 21). The young person had 
no idea what I was going through but those words were a great comfort to me. 
I still have that card.  
 

In times of extreme disappointment, tragedy, or distress we are all tempted to 
think that God has forgotten us. Even Jesus, hanging on the cross, felt bereft 
of the presence of God. 
 

Letôs continue to remember one another in prayer and keep in touch. May God 
prompt us all to pick up the phone or send a message and may we also be 
willing to receive support when it is offered.    
 

Sue Shaw 
 

 

Out of care for peopleôs privacy, 
names are not included 

in the Pastoral News section of the  
online Church News 

 

 
 

 

Thank you from Myrtle  
 

To gain sympathy by falling backwards in the bath is not an activity I would 
recommend. The response from my church friends, who have written, phoned 
or prayed for me has been nothing short of heart-warming.  
 

Many thanks to you all. I am now on the mend and hope to see you all soon. 
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Memo from Martyn  

As I write we are at the end of Christian Aid week. I 

was in Kingston on Saturday to witness the finale of 

the week as the ministers whoôd been doing their 

daily walks carrying buckets of water completed 

their 30 miles and the Mayor got dowsed in the 

water theyôd carried. All great fun and the people in 

Kingston did seem to be generously supporting the 

work of Christian Aid. 

It was of course quite a different Christian Aid week. Credit goes to the 

Kingston committee for all their imaginative thinking as, for a second 

year, theyôve had to come up with new ways of attracting attention and 

the donations normally obtained through the house-to-house collections. 

But we are familiar now with finding new ways to do things. It has been 

very much a way of life in the last twelve months, whether it is switching 

to online shopping, Zoom calls for work, to friends and family, 

rediscovering the local parks and green spaces or some other adaptation 

weôve had to make. 

Now we are moving back to what we called normal. Itôs happening slowly 

as no one wants another lockdown. By the time you read this we will be 

in the building for the 11:30am and 5pm services, with the Zoom service 

starting earlier at 10am. Eating out, inside, will be allowed and the 

number of people you can meet up with at any one time will have 

increased. Many are looking forward to this greater freedom but for 

others it will be more difficult.  

Life too has moved on. As I said last month, we havenôt been stuck in a 

time bubble, though for some it may feel like it! We are all that bit older 

for a start. Some have a new child, new relationships, a new job, a new 

qualification, a new illness (that isnôt COVID), some have lost a loved 

one, family member or friend.  Some have a new home, a new hobby, a 

rediscovered talent. All this comes with us in to the weeks and months 

ahead. 

Are we ready? 

Ready or not, as Christians we can be sure of one thing, that God will be 

with us in this next phase just as God has been with us in the last year, 

the year before that and the yearéééé. 

Martyn Verge  
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3ÁÌÌÙȭÓ 3ÌÏÔ 
 

I am still working part-time on furlough although my hours are continuing to 
increase and I will be back full-time in September. Currently I work Mondays 
(all day), Wednesday mornings, Thursdays (all day) and Sundays (morning 
and evening church plus Messy Church once a month). 
 
I continue to run Tots Praise and Messy Church online.  I am in regular contact 
with all our families via WhatsApp, a private Facebook group or email. I am still 
helping to record an assembly every week for St. Lukeôs School. 
 

Some of our families (midweek and Sunday) 
have been taking part in the Christian Aid Little 
Steppers Challenge.  See photo of two of them 
carrying their water buckets down the garden. 
Others are carrying their buckets around the 
block each day.  One little boy was told that 
sometimes the women carry them on their 
heads, so he tried that.  Fortunately, there was 
no water in it as it was upside down!! They have 
been completing activity sheets that I sent 
through the post to learn more about Christian 
Aid and the importance of water. I always 
advertise everything we do and make sure that 
all our families can join in if they wish.  Hence 
so many taking part in the Flowers of Spring 
project. In future, when I refer to ófamiliesô I 

mean all the families with whom we are in contact throughout the week, as 
well as those who attend on Sundays.  
 
From Sunday 16th May and then once a month, I will be leading a socially 
distanced nature walk for families.  There will be worksheets and activities and 
just enjoying nature, using resources from charities such as Woodland Trust, 
The Wildlife Trusts and so on.  
 
Messy Church will re-start LIVE in the building and online on 27 June. We 
decided that offering online had many benefits although, obviously we hope 
that most families will want to attend in person.  But it does make it more 
accessible if we do both. 
  
Jolly Toddlers will start in September but during the Summer holidays, we will 
continue with Tots Praise and also have some free play in the hall on a 
Monday to coincide with Monday lunches.  This will simply be about offering 
space with toys to play with and be unstructured. Do let friends and 
neighbours know about these things. Stay & Play will restart in September.  

 

Sally Butler 
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Water makes t he world go round  

A GREAT COLLECTIVE EFFORT FROM CHURCHES IN KINGSTON AND SURBITON, 

THAT CERTAINLY MADE A SPLASH IN KINGSTON! 

Due to Covid restrictions the Kingston Christian 
Aid (CA) group had to think of something fresh 
and new for their fundraising for Christian Aid 
Week, rather than deliver and collect envelopes 
etc.  Under their slogan 'Water Makes the World 
Go Round', we persuaded Lesley and another 5 
Ministers and Vicars to walk approx. 5 miles 
every day for 6 days, whilst carrying 2 buckets 
of water.  
 

Not only that; they start with 1 litre in each 
bucket and each day increase this by 1 litre/day, 
so by Saturday 15th May, they would be 
carrying 6 litres in each bucket (+6kg) when 
walking the circular route. The circuit takes in 
their churches of St Matthewôs and St. Markôs 
(Surbiton) and All Saints, St. Johnôs, the United 
Reformed and Methodist Churches of Kingston. 
 
Rev. Lesley Charlton of the URC says  
"When Ray told me HE had committed me to 
carry 2 buckets of water for 30 miles, after thinking of a few swear words, I 

realized that this was an excellent witness to 
our sisters and brothers who daily have a 
struggle to access water, a basic need of life". 
The Kingston CA Group decided upon this 
activity, as it links into CA's own campaign, 
about climate change and the hardship and 
chaos it is causing for the poorest.  
 

 

 

Above is Rose in Kenya, with her containers going to earth dam (photo 
from Christian Aid).  
Below (next page) are Rev. Mark Stafford and his wife Lucy, Rev. 
Jonathan Wilkes, Rev. Helen Hancock, Rev. Dr Karl Rutlidge and Rev. 
Robert Stainer. 
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The group concluded the 
Walk on Saturday 15th May, 

in Clarence Street Kingston upon 
Thames, where they had socially 
distant singers, The Canbury Sound, singing some 
uplifting water-based songs, encouraging the public to 
give to the collectors 
with their buckets. 

 
 
 
 

The highlight of the day was, the Mayor of 
Kingston, Margaret Thompson, who was 
there to greet the walkers when they 
returned on their last lap of the 5 mile 
circuit.  

 
Our Mayor, Margaret 
Thompson, with Helen, 
Karl, Lesley and Jonathan. 
Unfortunately, Mark and 
Robert could not attend the 
finale but had completed 
their 30 miles. 
After all the walkers were 
clapped in, the Mayor 
graciously accepted a 
Shower or Deluge, from 
our walking team. 
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Three Cheers for the Mayor, who helped us attract a 
crowd, helping the fundraising and also we hope 
awareness of Christian Aid and work they do. 

We are so pleased with the response of the public to this 

fundraising initiative, we even have children doing their 

own bucket-carrying challenge as they are so aware and 

concerned about the damage climate change is having 

and work that Christian Aid is doing to help.  

 



Church News ï June 2021 Page 11 
   

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 

 

It is important people know that we want to help tackle hardship, injustice and 

the impact of climate change experienced by the worldôs poor, irrespective of 

race or religion. 

Many, many thanks go to all the work put in by the Christian Aid Committee 

and of course, the 30 miles of slog by the walkers.  

By 18 May the total raised had reached a truly impressive £10,071. If you have 

not yet donated but would like to, please donate via 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kingstonchurches 

Ray Charlton 

You can experience the full drama of the closing ceremony via the link below: 

https://bigfile.mail.naver.com/bigfileupload/download?fid=AqR0p6wrpBUwHrlG

1XkqHqElFoK9KwYZKAUwKAEwFxUqFAMqF3YwFoUqFo2ZFqvlHrUZFxuZp

x+vFrkSMqErpoFCFAJvFA+0Kr3SazJ0FA2Z 

And finally (because heôs too self-effacing to mention it himself):  

Ray being interviewed about the project on BBC tvôs Songs of Praise: 

 

 

 

 

 

And to round things off: ñAre you ready boots? Start walking!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 4 Songs of Praise 

    

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kingstonchurches
https://bigfile.mail.naver.com/bigfileupload/download?fid=AqR0p6wrpBUwHrlG1XkqHqElFoK9KwYZKAUwKAEwFxUqFAMqF3YwFoUqFo2ZFqvlHrUZFxuZpx+vFrkSMqErpoFCFAJvFA+0Kr3SazJ0FA2Z
https://bigfile.mail.naver.com/bigfileupload/download?fid=AqR0p6wrpBUwHrlG1XkqHqElFoK9KwYZKAUwKAEwFxUqFAMqF3YwFoUqFo2ZFqvlHrUZFxuZpx+vFrkSMqErpoFCFAJvFA+0Kr3SazJ0FA2Z
https://bigfile.mail.naver.com/bigfileupload/download?fid=AqR0p6wrpBUwHrlG1XkqHqElFoK9KwYZKAUwKAEwFxUqFAMqF3YwFoUqFo2ZFqvlHrUZFxuZpx+vFrkSMqErpoFCFAJvFA+0Kr3SazJ0FA2Z
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The power of water  
 

Natasha Reid recounts her own experiences, painting a graphic picture of the 
hardships and effects on daily life caused by the lack of a ready supply of 
clean water.   
 

As you will know, Christian Aid Week this year focusses on working to relieve 
the effects of the climate crisis on water supplies in dry countries. In many of 
these there are no hydro dams or very poor access to any source of water. I 
am one who has experienced this shortage of water when living in East Africa 
30 years ago. 
 

When we stayed in my ex-husbandôs very remote village, we collected rain 
water from the puddles in the forest, not far from the village huts.  It was not 
clean but was slightly muddy water, and I even remember the taste of it and 
the sound of scratching sand on my teeth after drinking it. 
 

Later when the hot season started, we had to carry water in buckets from the 
river which was about 4 miles distant from the few village huts where we were 
staying.  We had these arduous trips to collect water at least twice a day. The 
local women felt sorry for me carrying water by hand, as they told me that I am 
going to damage my ñwomanôs organsò which I will need in my near future for 
childbearing.  They taught me how to nest a bucket of water on my head, 
cushioned by a local cloth ñkhangaò and in order for water not to splash all 
over me when I was walking, to put on top of the water in the bucket a few 
branches from nearby bushes.  Of course, I needed their assistance to hoist 
the bucket onto my head, as they learned it from their childhood and could just 
swing it on their heads by themselves!  It took a few difficult trips for me trying 
to walk evenly and balancing it on my head without spilling it over my 
face.  Women used to laugh and chatter in their tribal language behind my 
back, but I perseveredé  
 

It must have been a shocking and strange picture of me appearing from the 
dense forest and crossing the single dusty road. One day a small bus full of 
locals, which used to pass once in a day, just stopped with all occupants 
watching how a poor white woman (ñmzunguò they call white people in Swahili) 
in brightly striped jeans and sweaty face with long hair, was trying to keep up 
with a few African women in their traditional clothes in this wilderness. 
 

The power of water leads us to consider renewable solutions to the climate 
crisis. Hydropower could be a good alternative to carbon-emitting fossil fuels, if 
done in the right way. But Large hydro dams can lead to the devastation of 
fragile ecosystems.  Christian Aid supports the establishment of micro hydro 
dams as they enable basic energy access without killing rivers or flooding 
forests. Christian Aid builds pipes and water pumps as well to give people 
access to the clean water they need. 

Natasha Reid 
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%ÌÄÅÒÓȭ profile ɀ Peter & Aby Grillo  
 

Each month Church News likes to include a profile of one of KURCôs serving 
elders. This month two of our new elders, Peter and Aby Grillo, are in the hot 
seat, and we were able to persuade Aby to tell us something about herself and 
Peter. You can read their story below. 
 

Peter and I just recently celebrated our 2nd wedding 
anniversary. We married here at KURC on 17th May 
2019 shortly after becoming joint members of the 
church.  
 

Peter had previously attended KURC with his mother, 
Victoria, many years ago in his late teens while they lived 
in Surbiton. Naturally, life took its course. Peter left to 
attend university and returned to live in Sutton and then 
moved to Wimbledon a few years later.  
 

I was raised in Croydon and christened by the Anglican Church but spent a 
majority of my teenage years and young adulthood in a Baptist/Pentecostal 
setting. It was at a Baptist church that Peter and I first met and became good 
friends. Years later when we decided to get married we wanted a family 
church we could both attend together and call home. KURC was the perfect 
fit.  
 

Peter and I have settled in well at KURC and recently joined the Eldership 
team. We hope to bring new ideas to our church.  
I am looking to get involved in areas around Faith Advancement and Youth. 
Peter is looking to join Communications and Worship. 
 

I work as a Drug Safety Officer for a company that supplies expertise services 
to pharmaceutical companies and Peter works as an IT Software 
Developer. We both share a passion for music and in our spare time, along 
with our friends, we are involved in a variety of musical (typically gospel) 
projects and groups. 
 

Being an elder will be exciting but will also come with its challenges. Who 
knew that running a church involved so many moving parts? Nonetheless, 
Peter and I are happy to be a part of the journey! 

Aby Grillo 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Picture taken in 

Workington Cumbria 

by Bernard Gulliford 
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Sumer is icumen i nȣȢȢ 
 

é..with Natasha, Janine, Scott Fitzgerald and an anonymous 13th century bard!  
 

The Spring Season ï Transformation 
 

Every year Spring brings the promise of something 
new, something fresh.  As the grass blades start 
shooting out of the frosted or parched earth, so are 
our hopes for a better future sprouting out of our 
daily "the sameness", depressive thoughts or our 
doom and gloom.  The grey skies begin to break 
and brighten, as we can see the glimpses of sun 
rays trying to break through and send some 

warmth and light to all living souls on this earth.  Although it is struggling this 
year, the warmth begins eventually to return to this cold world of ours.   
 

It has been more than one year since the Coronavirus pandemic took a 
stranglehold on our lives, our nations and the whole world.  Right now, many 
of us are hoping that the Spring transformation of our world will come back to 
some kind of normality, as the positive outcomes of our vaccination 
programme.  However, the horrible news of other parts of the world, where 
people are still dying in huge numbers, makes us still aware and scared for 
ourselves.  While we pray that God will use these vaccines to bring back the 
freedoms we used to take for granted, we are aware of the reality and are 
trying to transform our thoughts and deeds with belief that this world will 
definitely be changed.  We and our friends, who were spared until now, will 
never be the same.  
  

We have been very isolated last year; we have faced so many sad and terrible 
losses, but no matter what chaos we have had to navigate - the Lord "who is 
the Spirit" has been with us through it all. Whatever weather we face, when we 
turn our faces to God, we find all to be seasons of transformation as we live in 
His light and His love and His hope.  If we live in His present, God turns us 
from despair, fear and anxiety, to hope, joy and peace.  Apostle Paul said that 
"...we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal". (2 Corinthians 3 16-18). 
 

We all have seen and still encounter the tragedies, failures and sometimes 
desolation of past and present, but let us fix our eyes on "what is unseen" and 
let us hope that the Coronavirus vaccines and maybe discovery of more 
permanent treatments will bring to us all the visible transformation.  Let us set 
our eyes on Jesus, who will walk with us each step of the road, no matter what 
twists and turns, and potholes we will experience.  Let us pray that He will lead 
us all the way to the final transformation where we will join Him in His glory 
forever." 

Natasha Reid 
 (based on an original article in Our Daily Bread Ministries) 


