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Worship Diary: March 2022 

 

The following is the anticipated diary for March 2022, as of mid-February.  Any 

subsequent updates can be found, together with information on further KURC 

activities, in the events calendar on the KURC website: 

https://www.kingstonurc.org./kurc eventnews.html 

 

Wednesday 2nd March  10.00 Tot’s Praise 

Sunday 6th March   10.00 Worship & Communion – also live-streamed 

on Zoom    11.30 All Age Worship    

     17.00 Reflective Worship 

Wednesday 9th March  10.00 Tot’s Praise 

Sunday 13th March   10.30 Combined Worship – also live-streamed on 

Zoom     17.00 Reflective Worship 

Wednesday 16th March  10.00 Tot’s Praise 

Sunday 20th March   10.00 Worship – also live-streamed on Zoom 

     11.30 All Age Worship    

     17.00 Reflective Worship 

Wednesday 23rd March  10.00 Tot’s Praise 

Sunday 27th March   10.00 Worship – also live-streamed on Zoom 

     11.30 All Age Worship    

     17.00 Reflective Worship 

Wednesday 30th March  10.00 Tot’s Praise 

 

For daily prayers, Bile Study and other Zoom sessions, please see the website or the 

emailed weekly notice.  If you would like to be added to our mailing, please contact 

Catherine Treweek by email: kingstonurc@gmail.com or by phone: 07807 351801 

(8am – 2pm weekdays only). 

For Young People’s Sunday Groups, Jolly Toddlers, Tot’s Praise, Stay & Play and 

Messy Church, please contact Sally Butler, email: youth@kingstonurc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kingstonurc.org./kurc%20eventnews.html
mailto:kingstonurc@gmail.com


Church News – March 2022                                                                                                                    Page 3 
 

                           To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 
 

C o n t e n t s 
Worship Diary                2 
 
Lesley’s Letter                4 
  
Memo from Martyn                                                                                      5 
Flowers for March                      
 
Lent Activities                                                                                              6 
 
Pastoral News                8 
 
Remembering Nigel                                                    9 
                                      
Opening Recital of the New Organ                                                     10 
Lunchtime Recitals 
     
Kingston Street Pastors Co-ordinators Address                                         11 
                                                                          
My Favourite Hymn – Martyn Verge                                                           12 
       
Sally’s Slot                                                                                                  13 
                                       
Two Quotations from The Queen                                                               14 
      
Those We Have Lost – April Ashley                                                           15 
       
Sue in Antigua 2022                                                                                   16 
         
Unusual Churches of the World                                                                 18 
Duty Tinged with Sadness                   
 
Those We have Lost – Barry Cryer                                          19 
My Favourite Hymn – Robin Pilbeam 
                                                                    
Archive of the Month                                                                                  20 
My Favourite Hymn – Bron Robinson      
 
When Ann Met The Queen                                                                        21 
 
Leaving KURC a Gift in your Will                                                               22 
 
IBRA Readings for March 2022                                                                 23                                                                               

 

 
 
 
 
 



Church News – March 2022                                                                                                                    Page 4 
 

                           To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 
 

Lesley’s letter  
 

Dear All, 
 
Some of us are used to living with stress. 

We live with certain long term health 

conditions. For some of us our status in the 

country is insecure. Some of us know what 

it is to have family members starve to death. 

Some of us live in one room. Some of us live 

in housing that is precarious and not really 

suitable for our needs. Some of us are poor. 

Some of us are lonely. Some of us have 

been abused. We are used to emotional 

stress 

Others of us were doing OK. Life was fine. 

We have work, meaningful activity. Family 

and friendship relationships we mange well. 

We thought we were in control. 

Then the pandemic hit and suddenly 

everyone is under pressure. We could die 

through an encounter with someone. The first phases of this thing might be over but 

when does your body relax? How does your body, mind spirit, process all that has 

been going on? Are we actually safe?  

The low-lying murmur of anxiety continues and some people do not know how to deal 
with this.  It is not wrong to be afraid and say so. We can say that with certainty 
because Jesus did. Thinking you are more resolute than Jesus?! Hilarious. In the 
garden he faced death. Physically it was going to be agony. He knew he had to do it 
to be in solidarity with us in our suffering. He wanted to escape it but he knew it was 
right. He was afraid but he pushed on forward. 

 ‘Fight one more round’ was the slogan of the boxer Gentleman Jim Corbet in the 
1800’s He has been called the "Father of Modern Boxing" for his scientific approach 
and technical innovations. The challenge is to keep on going and to keep on going 
well. There are many people who usually are fine in the ordinary challenges of life who 
do not have the tools for a time like this. It is beyond their experience to be living with 
this sort of long-term stress.  

Have you found yourself being mean? Have you found yourself watching things you 
should not or eating/drinking things or more than is good for you? Gambling? Snapping 
at people and being judgemental?….maybe we need to be curious about what is going 
on for us? ‘One more round.’ It is not failure or weakness to reach out for help- even if 
we have never asked anyone for any emotional support before.  

Yes you’ve got friends, a partner, a wide social circle, or not, but sometimes they are 
not the right people to be talking to- reach out.  

Yours,  
 
Lesley 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_known_as_the_father_or_mother_of_something
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Memo from Martyn 
 
It seems like this is going to be a year for celebrating significant anniversaries! The 

Queen celebrates 70 years on the throne, the URC is 50 this year and for He Yeon 

and I it is our 20th wedding anniversary. There are probably lots more and you may 

even have one or more yourself. 

Clearly some of these anniversaries will get more attention than others. I doubt our 

twenty years will feature in the national consciousness! Come to that, I doubt even the 

URCs 50 years will be taken much notice of!  

So is there any point 

making the effort to 

celebrate. Well, He Yeon 

and I think our personal 

milestone is worthy of 

some celebration. 

Following Sally’s lead 

(she is doing 50 things to 

celebrate her own special 

milestone) we’ve decided 

to do 20 things this year to 

celebrate ours. 

The URC has linked its 

50th anniversary with the 

biblical tradition of 

Jubilee. This, as you probably know, was a significant moment when debts were to be 

cancelled, slaves freed and land returned to its previous owner. It was a time of re-

setting things, giving people a new start. Even the land was supposed to lie fallow for 

the year, with only what grew naturally available as food. 

I know the last couple of years have been tough for many people and perhaps it 

doesn’t feel like the time to celebrate. However, we all have a lot we can celebrate and 

be grateful to God for and we don’t need to wait for a significant milestone to do 

it.Perhaps like the Mad-hatter in Alice in Wonderland with his un-birthday tea parties, 

we can have celebrations every year. Why wait another 50 years for the URC to be 

one hundred when we can celebrate 49 times before then! 

So go on, have a celebration this year. Be it for the Queen, the URC, something of 

your own or for no special reason at all!                                                 Martyn Verge 

 
Flowers for March   

  6th      Ray Erskine 
 13th Ina Atherton 
 20th Ruth Anderson 
   27th Liz & Ken Bartlett 
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24 hours of prayer for the start of Lent 

Starting at 6.am on 4th March 

We have no hope but God. We want to get into the habit of not rushing off in our own 

resources but waiting on the Lord. That is why we have these days. 

Could you lead an hour in our next 24 hours of prayer? For the start of Lent 

Maybe you could do something but not lead an hour. Maybe the pressure of life is too 

much at the moment and you will think about it later.....let me know. Or pass this on to 

someone else who might do an hour. Or let me know your theme. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83992901141?pwd=V0ZGNUxwMnNzcHdobEhPZy9SMG
VKdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 839 9290 1141 
Passcode: 869065 

 
Lent 

During Lent the Wednesday bible study will be taking a break.There is the Lent study 

group run in conjunction with All Saints. 

Martin Corner who has written the course says, ‘we invite people to look at the basic 
elements of their spiritual lives, whether they experience their spirituality in an explicitly 
Christian way or not. The common expression "I'm spiritual but not religious" is often 
seen in the churches as a kind of evasion, because we all know (we assume) what 
true spirituality is. But it probably expresses the sense that 'religion' (i.e. Christianity, 
in the West) no longer accords with or accommodates their spiritual experience.  
 
To me it seems that all spirituality has features in common, and this programme is 
meant to explore them’.  
 
Starting week of 7th March until the week of 4th April. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83992901141?pwd=V0ZGNUxwMnNzcHdobEhPZy9SMGVKdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83992901141?pwd=V0ZGNUxwMnNzcHdobEhPZy9SMGVKdz09
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Or if that is not your sort of thing what about a book? ‘And Yet’ by Rachael Newham 

is subtitled Finding joy in lament. 

The back cover says, ‘this inspiring book invites us to look at lament and joy afresh 

and build a rhythm of both into our everyday life.’  

Short. With 6 chapters.  

We will use it for evening services during Lent.  

 
Easter 

At this stage we expect there will be services each day at 7.00 during Holy Week on 
zoom 

A Maundy Thursday service 

Good Friday walk of witness gather from 10.00 

Services with Anglicans and Methodists at 12 Continuing at 13.00 and 14.00 

Easter day worship at daybreak on zoom and 9, 11 and 5 in the building 

More details to follow 

 

Times to pray 

**Every day there is 30 minutes of prayer at 10.00. We open in silence and then pray. 

We read a passage from the bible and then pray together. We close after 30 minutes. 

The zoom links are all on the daily notices 

**On Tuesday 22nd February the London Synod Area will be gathering for 12 hours 

of prayer. Starting at 9am till 9pm 

This has been a transformational/cataclysmic time for the Church. We need to wait on 

the Lord together and wonder about new ways of being Church. 

The zoom link is Meeting ID: 811 1137 9419 Passcode: 017023  

Pop in for as long or as little as you are able Any reflections afterwards, I would be 

glad to hear them 

 

Walk and talk 

This is for people who know that the discipline of having a regular date is helpful for 

them. It is not for people who want to walk a little way and actually go out for lunch. 

Nor is it for hardy walking types who want to walk 20 miles.  

The idea is to meet in the building. Walk and talk. And return to the building. No money 

spent…apart from shoe leather. Not much time either. The purpose is to get in 5, 7, 

8000 steps  . . .  and to move! 
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To make this happen we need a few people who will be there regularly. It will not be 

long. The Lesley Charlton idea is for people to meet in the building at 11.00 each 

Thursday. – but who cares if another time works, we can change it. –  

Let me hear your offer 

Lesley  

Food  

Currently we serve community lunches on a Monday. 

We would like to serve food on another day as well….is this you? Nothing complex. 

Wholesome nutritious food.  

 
Pastoral News  
 

Out of care for people’s privacy, 
names are not included in the 
Pastoral News section of the 

online Church News 
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Remembering Nigel  

 

An informal concert by his friends, followed by tea and dancing, on the occasion of 
Nigel’s birthday 

 

 

 

Date: 

Saturday 5th March 2022 at 3pm 

Venue: 

Kingston United Reformed Church 

Eden Street,  

KT1 1HZ 
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Opening recital on our new organ 

On Friday 4th March at 12.30pm Peter Bullett will be giving the first recital on 

our new digital organ.  

Peter is the director of music at New 

Malden Methodist Church. He is a very 

versatile musician – as well as being a 

Fellow of the Royal College of Organists 

he plays the cello in the K3A Orchestra 

and conducts the Harmonie Choir.  

Peter will demonstrate the new organ’s 

amazingly varied sound world through a 

variety of familiar and unfamiliar works – 

do come and hear him! 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming lunchtime recitals 

On Thursday 24th March at 12.30pm Michael Bevan (piano) will play works by 

Bach, Rachmaninov, Schumann and Moszkowski. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 7th April at 12.30pm Julia 

Dewhurst (soprano) accompanied by David 

Elwin (piano) will give a recital of songs on the 

theme ‘Spring Joy, Spring Sorrow’ 

 

 

 

Modest Moskowski  
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Kingston Street Pastors Co-ordinator’s address at the 
recent Annual Celebration service 
 
In the Old Testament 1 Kings Elijah arrives in a new place having been sent there 
by God. God tells him how he is going to sustain him on his mission and he goes 
faithfully. The lesson from this: If God sends you out, God will equip you to do what 
you need to do and to minister to the people that you encounter. 

 
As teams of Street Pastors and 
Prayer Pastors, we pray before our 
shifts. We ask God to prepare the 
way for us and to place people in our 
path for us to minister to through 
caring, listening and helping. We 
make what preparations we can, but 
God sets the agenda. 

 
So where is Kingston Street Pastors 
now? We have worked through a 
difficult and unprecedented season, 

which is not yet over but potentially turning a corner. We cannot put timelines or 
labels or determine whether now is the end of the beginning or the beginning of the 
next bit or what? We are hopefully looking at a new season where we can continue 

to patrol and serve people in the night-time in Kingston. 

 

We continue to explore together what it looks like to deploy a Christian presence on 
the streets. What it looks like 
to be God's church in the 
community. 
What it looks like to care 
listen and help in the night-
time economy. What it looks 
like to be God's hands and 
feet 
 
In the New Testament 1 
Corinthians Paul reminds us 
that we are not the owners or 

the initiators of our works of 

mission. We are all on God's building site. "For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid which is Jesus Christ." 
Kingston Street Pastors started 15 years ago – building on the church’s mission 
throughout history. Everything we are doing is a continuation of God's work building 
his Kingdom on earth - building something through faith and through work 

undertaken faithfully. We weren't there at the beginning and in this life at least, 

we likely won't see the end. 
Kingdom work, our work will always be tested, and if it is found to be contributing to 
God's Kingdom and for God's glory then it will endure. God will protect work which is 
undertaken for his Kingdom. It might not always stay the same and it might not 
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happen the way we expect, but God will sustain building of His kingdom. 
 
In the last 2 years our work has been tested. The pandemic has been a time where 
some have had opportunities to do new things in reaching out in mission or in charity. 
But it also posed special challenges for certain types of work. Particularly work that 
is centred on ministering to the needs of people going out and enjoying hospitality 
and ministering to the needs of people sleeping on the streets when the venues are 
closed and the homeless are brought inside.  
 
In the intermittent periods when we were able to patrol and in the period since the 
restrictions on hospitality lifted, we have had to look at how we operate. We have 
had to adapt some of our practices in line with new risks. We have been mindful of 
the needs of our community and the shared trauma that many are working through. 
We have thought carefully about the role that we can play as a calming and 
reassuring presence on the streets.  

One of our recent diaries records that some young people walked past our team out 
on the streets and said, "Oh the street pastors are back! We know we're getting 
back to normal and everything's going to be alright when we see you again".  

Our teams are part of the community helping to domesticate the streets. If anything 
you have read here has made you think that you may want to be involved then please 

do speak to anyone who is involved in Kingston Street 
Pastors**.  

It is one of the most interesting and rewarding things 
you can do.  No two nights are the same. We meet all 
kinds of interesting people. And for every freezing cold 
night in January there are as many nights in June when 
you can see the sunrise on your way home. For every 
difficult encounter there are five or ten friendly 
encounters where people come running up to get a 
lollipop or just to have a chat with us. We are always in 
need of more volunteers, more people praying and 
more people giving as well.  

** Lesley Charlton or Teresa James 

 

My Favourite Hymn: - Martyn Verge 

Guide me o thou great Jehovah  

This is one of my favourite hymns. Like many 

great hymns it takes you on a journey to a glorious 

end, in this case “… land me safe on Canaan’s 

side”. The last verse also always amused my 

parents for the line “when I tread the verge of 

Jordan” (our surname is Verge.) I also love the 

stirring music and hearing it sung by a good Welsh 

male voice choir is always uplifting. 
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Sally’s Slot 

Things are getting back to normal with our 

groups up and running and really good 

attendance. The photo shows the buggy 

park at Tots’ Praise. We had 27 guests one 

week. Our newest member is Beatrice Alice 

Powell, seen here with me and also Ray 

Erskine.  As you can imagine, she does get 

passed around a fair bit for cuddles! 

 One of our groups, Stay & Play, has not 

recovered after the lockdowns so we 

decided to end that and replace it with 

Crafternoons, in conjunction with Carol 

Clack. This is something that anyone of any 

age can attend and some of our families are 

definitely interested it these. We already do 

a lot for toddlers, so I think we need to start 

focussing on older children now.  

Messy Church and Nature Walks are still on!  

Again, these are open to anyone, especially 

the walks! 

We are going to get a small group of people together to work on your ideas from the 

Children and Youth Friendly Church Scheme service.  Thank you for all your 

suggestions and comments. We hope to focus on the recurring themes that were 

identified. 

I still go into St Luke’s Primary School every Friday morning to lead an assembly.  We 

use drama-based assemblies written by Open The Book, an organisation linked to 

Bible Society. I go in with a few people from other churches and we all really enjoy it. 

The school are appreciative, and it is so nice to be recognised by waving 

schoolchildren when I am out and about in Kingston. 

A final plea: When I am at Church on a Sunday I am concentrating solely on the 

children or leading the service and also when I am leading Tots’ Praise and other 

groups too.  If you would like to ask a question or speak to me, it will be better if you 

can contact me during the week (preferably by email or text) and we can arrange a 

meet up or phone chat in a more relaxed way and I am more likely to remember what 

we have discussed and anything I need to work on!  

Time off is usually Friday afternoon, Saturdays and Sunday afternoons (unless Messy 

Church or Nature Walk is on) so I am not available then and also, usually, in the 

evening after work, my phone gets switched off. However, I will contact you ASAP. 

Sally Butler 

Robin - I can attest to the fact that Baby Beatrice is absolutely beautiful.  She came 

along to Tots' Praise when just 8 days old! 
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Two Quotations for reflection from the Queen to mark her 
Platinum Jubilee 
 

 “I know just how much I rely 
on my faith to guide me 
through the good times and 
the bad.  Each day is a new 
beginning.  I know that the 
only way to live my life is to 
try to do what is right, to take 
the long view, to give of my 
best in all that the day 
brings, and to put my trust in 
God …. I draw strength from 
the message of hope in the 
Christian gospel.”   
 
 
Queen Elizabeth, 2002 

(pg.6 in The Servant Queen, by Mark Greene & Catherine Butcher) 
 

 

“Love your Neighbour” 

The Queen, in her 1975 Christmas message said,  
 
“Jesus’s simple 
message of love has 
been turning the 
world upside down 
ever since.  He 
showed that what 
people are and what 
they do, does matter 
and does make all 
the difference …. It 
does matter 
therefore what each 
individual does each 
day.  Kindness, sympathy, resolution and courteous behaviour are infectious.  Acts of 
courage and self-sacrifice …. are an inspiration to others.  And the combined effect 
can be enormous ….  We may feel powerless alone but the joining efforts of individuals 
can defeat the evils of our time.  Together they can create a stable, free and 
considerate society.”   

(pg.49 in The Servant Queen, by Mark Greene & Catherine Butcher) 
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Those we have lost - April Ashley 

       
April Ashley has died at the age of 86. The model, actress and author, who was trans, 
was one of the first people to undergo gender reassignment surgery in the world, doing 
so in 1960 at the age of 25. 

Born to a working-class family in Liverpool in 1935, Ashley joined the merchant navy 
as a teenager. After repeated suicide attempts and a stint in a psychiatric unit, she 
moved to London in 1955 and then to Paris. 

In Paris, she performed at the Le Carrousel nightclub, which was famous for its drag 
acts, where she was able to save up money for her gender assignment procedure. In 
1960, Ashley became only the second Briton to undergo male to female transition 
surgery when she had the operation in Casablanca, Morocco. She said in later 
interviews the procedure made her the happiest she had ever been. Back in England, 
she obtained a national insurance card, passport and driving licence that identified her 
as female. 

She went on to have a successful modelling career and was photographed for Vogue 
magazine and appeared in films including Road to Hong Kong with Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby and Joan Collins. Her career was abruptly cut short in 1961 when the Sunday 
People outed her as transgender. Ashley said: "My career was destroyed, and apart 
from jobs where you were paid under the table, I never worked again."With others, 
when they found out, my shifts would be changed, my hours reduced, and then they 
would tell me they didn’t need me... but then advertise for someone else”. 

However, life as a woman was not an easy one. She recalled how people used to poke 
her, asking if her breasts were real, and would pull her hair.  'I got slapped four times,' 
she said. 'The most extraordinary moment was in Sloane Square. I saw this elegant 
woman coming straight at me. She came up to me and slapped me so hard I had her 
finger marks on my face for three days. She didn't say a word, just kept on walking.' 

Left with nothing, Ashley emigrated to the US west coast to escape the prejudice and 
discrimination she faced at home.  All her life April Ashley braved violence and abuse, 
in her determination never to pretend to be anyone but her real self.    

However she went on to witness some important changes in the way society treats 
transgender people. When in 1999 the right of transgender people to change their 
status on official documents was established in law she said: "I feel free at last." She 
returned to Britain in 2005, when she was legally recognised as female thanks to the 
Gender Recognition Act 
and given a new birth 
certificate.  

Reflecting on her life in a 
BBC interview, April said: 
"Once you become an 
institution you become 
respectable again. What 
happens in between is 
another story." In 2012, 
April was awarded an 
MBE in 2012 for services 
to transgender equality. 
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Sue in Antigua 2022 
  

The rain is drumming on the galvanised tin roof of the porch. Crickets are filling the 
peace with their melodic sounds. I have sprayed myself liberally with mosquito 
repellent, but they are still happily finding patches of skin to attack. 
 
I’m in Antigua, spending my first night in a newly built ground floor apartment. The 
landlord Mark and his family live upstairs. He has worked solidly this week to complete 
the building, moving in a fridge and stove, finishing the bathroom fittings and 
constructing a wardrobe. The outside porch, freshly painted orange, needs the 
concrete flooring to be completed and I need a washing line and bucket so I can do 
some handwashing, otherwise I’m sorted. 
I’ve been here three weeks already, first living in a borrowed top floor flat then sharing 
with Florence my French friend, both properties situated north of the island. I’ve helped 
deliver some training to five members of the charity Street Pastors which hopefully will 
enable them to start their own training 
. 
I’ve started working four mornings a week acting as Office Admin assistant for 
Copytech, a business that rents out copy machines and the like, sells stationery and 
does printing and photocopying for local people. I’ve managed to help a young 
customer, a school boy, with his science homework which was an achievement for 
me. I’ve also recorded some stories for a children’s programme broadcast by local 
station God First Radio. I thought I would introduce them to the story of Captain Tom 
and I also reworked an interesting story about a woman known as Mother Antonio who 
lived inside a notorious Mexican prison for thirty years in order to bring the love of God 
to forgotten people. 
 
I’m living in an area called Herbert’s Estate, inland, with very distant views of the 
turquoise sea. Nearby is a bakery which sells wood fired bread and a mini market 
where I can buy basics like bottled water, matches and local grown vegetables. The 
majority of food is imported from America so I do try to buy local and food that is in 
season. It’s wintertime here but the temperatures most days are in the late 70F’s. 
We’ve had some heavy bursts of rain which is unusual for the time of year. I’ve been 
told that climate change is becoming an issue here. There are water shortages 
although people say that is because of poor maintenance of the pipes and reservoirs. 
 
Street Pastors have been out on patrol the first time for ages as there have been 
curfews during Covid. The infection rate incidentally is quite low and most people 
recover although it is acknowledged it isn’t easy to gather statistics as not everyone is 
likely to inform their doctor. Vaccinations and masks are free though PCR tests are 
very expensive. Many shops and businesses have outdoor sinks where you can wash 
your hands. The larger supermarkets have temperature gauges overlooked by a 
security guard who keeps a steady eye on customers who don’t follow the rules. 
 
On patrol we met several familiar faces, some red eyed and bleary through their drink 
dependency. It was lovely to be recognised and welcomed back. We found two elderly 
men slumped at the entrance to the market hall, very much in a dishevelled and 
shabby state. One, dressed in an oversized checked jacket, insisted on playing 
Amazing Grace on his shiny harmonica then Alleluia. We all joined in singing along.  
Apparently, he has cancer but discharged himself from hospital before completing 
treatment.  
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There was also a new face, a young round-faced woman looking vulnerable sat next 
to her large brown suitcase. Unlike in Kingston there is no charity I can refer her to or 
government support system. There are soup kitchens or meal distributions most days 
organised by non- government agencies like the Church and Street Pastors. 
 
During Covid lockdown people could apply for 150 EC dollars a month (equivalent to 
£50-ish). But the application process required repeat form filling and photocopying 
which put many people off. 
Outside a rum bar we talked to a self-confessed drug dealer very smartly dressed 
looking completely out of place in a dark alleyway. He was wearing an Arsenal cloth 
facemask, an expensive looking shirt and lace up polished leather shoes. He admitted 
he had been in prison for dealing yet was clearly looking for customers. 
 
I’ve reconnected with some special people, including one who is now out of prison and 
keeping out of trouble. Sadly, some people have died since I was last here, largely in 
distressing circumstances. 
 
Every day is different and I love the unpredictability of life here (though sometimes it 
can also be a bit much!) I feel very blessed and am grateful for your interest and 
prayers. 
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Unusual churches of the world 

A ‘see-through’ church in Limburg, Belgium 

This extraordinary building by P. Gijs and A. van Vaerenbergh is intended as a 

‘meditation on the theme of emptiness and spirituality’. It is 10 metres high and 

constructed of wooden boards bonded to a steel frame. Depending on perspective 

and prevailing light, the church dissolves or becomes opaque. 

John Fisher 

 
Duty tinged with sadness 

Although on Accession Day the Queen marks the death of her Father and this year 

she marks 70 years on the Throne, little has been said that 2022 also marks 20 

years since the death of her sister, HRH The Princess Margaret who died on 

February 9th and little over six weeks later, her Mother the HM Queen Elizabeth the 

Queen Mother on March 30th. 

Maybe at this time of remembrance, the Queen will read the simple and beautiful 

prayer that her sister wrote:  

“When we with worldly things commune  

And prayerless close the door  

We lose our precious gift divine  

To worship and adore”. 
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Those we have lost – Barry Cryer      

Barry Cryer was 86 years of age 
when he died recently. He was a 
writer on the The Two Ronnies 
show and provided material for 
British comedy giants such as 
Tommy Cooper, Les Dawson and 
Billy Connolly.  

He was awarded the OBE in 2001 
and given a lifetime achievement 
award for his comedy career by the 
British Music Hall Society in 2018. 
From quick one-liners to his jokes 
about birds, here is some of his 
best material from throughout the 
years. 

 
“A man and a parrot are on a cruise. 

The man is a magician and gets fed up with the wretched parrot giving away the 
secrets to his tricks. The audience mock the hapless magician, as the parrot say "See 

his left sleeve?...it`s down his sock etc". 
The ship hits an iceberg and sinks....only the magician and the parrot seem to escape, 

and both of them sit sulking, back to back, on a floating piece of wood. 
There is silence for five days and finally the parrot speaks. 

"O.K then...what did you do with the ship?" 

 

My Favourite Hymn: - Robin Pilbeam 

Great is thy Faithfulness 
I didn’t know this hymn until recently 
when I heard it at Communion and I’m 
now often humming it to myself.  

It always reminds me instantly that God 
is constantly and always faithful in his 
relationship with me.  When everyone 
else waxes and wanes I know that he is 
always there to guide and listen to me 

and steer me along the path of life.   

Overall, the message of the song points 
to the amazing faithfulness of our 
Heavenly Father. He has been, is, and 
always will be compassionate and 
unchanging. In every season, in every 
aspect of creation, we can bear witness 
to his everlasting faithfulness. 

 

https://news.sky.com/story/barry-cryer-obituary-the-comedy-star-and-writer-whose-innate-sense-of-humour-and-perfect-comic-timing-kept-us-laughing-for-decades-12526595


Church News – March 2022                                                                                                                    Page 20 
 

                           To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 
 

Archive of the month 

As we eagerly look forward to the warmer days of summer, here’s a picture of our 

Church tennis club in 1907. It has not proved possible to discover where they played: 

unlike some churches, we did not have our own courts.   

John Fisher 

My Favourite Hymn: - Bron Robinson 

Pure Heart  
The hymn was written by Daniel James in 
the 1890's.  Watchers of Rugby 
international 
s involving the Welsh team will be familiar 
with the tune (also called Calon Lân), written 
by John Hughes, as it is often bellowed out 
on the terraces.   
 
This is a hymn that I've heard from my early 
childhood, it being a firm favourite of my 
mum's.  Mum lived with dementia for the last 
years of her life, but she would always sing 
along to Calon Lân.  One time I found I was 
singing a few notes in the refrain differently 
to Mum - I went back to the hymn book and 
of course it was Mum who was right! The 
hymn asks God to give us a happy, honest 
and pure heart.  More info available online 
here:    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calon_Lân 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calon_Lân
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When Ann met the Queen 

The Queen’s Jubilee 
I have attended three of the Queen’s Garden Parties.  During the first one, I was one 
of twelve people presented to speak with the Queen.   The second one as held for 
disabled people.   Vehicles queued along the Mall.   By the time the last vehicle was 
parked the Party was ending.  The rain came down in torrents throughout the third 
Party which was held shortly after Prince Charles was engaged to Diana.  I was in 
their line-up and seated next to a young blind girl.  Th scene was memorable and 
poignant, and the girl was quivering with excitement when she understood the 
Princess was nearby.  Diana said, ‘Would you like to feel my ring?’  She guided the 
girl’s fingers to the ring and as she felt it Diana explained its colour and composition.  
As Diana moved away the girl was still shaking and crying as umbrellas collapsed 
under the rain. 
 
1992 was a momentous year.  I had been to an international convention in Vancouver 
I was overwhelmed with learning, cultural life and scenery and a visit to meet the 
Queen at Buckingham Palace to receive the MBE and then again in 2009 for the OBE.  
Now a ramp encompassed the long, steep and wide back staircase.  Although the 
wheelchair was powered it couldn’t keep momentum, so Staff were engaged to push 
and pull until I reached the top!   
 
A further encounter with the Queen was published in a previous Church News.   On 
one memorable visit by the Queen Mother when I was a thirteen-year-old in hospital, 
the visit ended with the Queen Mother asking the Mayor if she could get in an iron 
lung.  To me, this was a ‘shocking’ request as Pauline, a sixteen-year-old girl fighting 
for her life, was in an iron lung on the other side of me.  Each time Pauline was admitted 
I was asked to keep a watchful eye in case she was in pain or the iron lung stopped 
working.  It was imperative that I didn’t fall asleep.   

Ann Macfarlane 
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Leaving KURC a gift in your will 

A will is a legal written document that details what you would like to happen to your 
money, property and possessions when you die. A will allows to provide for your family 
and your loved ones and consider giving back to causes you care about. If you die 
without a will, the law will decide what happens to your money, property and 
possessions and this might not be what you wanted or intended. You can make or 
update a will at any time but there are particular moments in life which may prompt 
you such as if you marry or enter into a civil partnership, go through a separation or 
divorce, have children or grandchildren, experience a bereavement, suffer a serious 
illness, buy or sell your home or retire – or even reading this article! 
 
If you are making a will for the first time or wish to update your will, it’s a good idea to 
contact a solicitor who is able to give you the correct advice. Leaving a gift to KURC 
(a charity) in your will can be beneficial as charitable gifts are exempt from inheritance 
tax, so it can reduce the tax on your estate. Currently, inheritance tax is payable at 
40% on estates of over £325,000. Additionally, those who leave 10% (or more) of their 
net estate to charity will qualify for a reduction in the rate of any inheritance tax payable 
from 40% to 36%.  Your solicitor or financial advisor can help you with the latest in 
estate planning. 

 
Making a will is really important and requires careful thinking about. It enables you to 
set down what you want to happen to your belongings and property after you are no 
longer here. A will is also helpful to your family and friends in the period after your 
death and a donation to KURC provides an opportunity to do something lasting for 
Christ’s kingdom. 
 
If you decide that you would like to leave a gift to KURC, you will need to include the 
following details in your will: 

Kingston United Reformed Church 
1 Eden Street 
Kingston upon Thames 
Surrey   KT1 1HZ 
Registered Charity Number: 1131880 

 

There’s no time like the present - thank you. 

The Elders 
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       IBRA - The International Bible Reading 
Association (ibraglobal.org)   

 

Readings for March 2022 

 
The Gospel of Luke (2) 
1.Preparing for ministry 

Tuesday 1 March                                                                     
Wednesday 2 March (Ash Wednesday)                                  
Thursday 3 March                                                                    
Friday4 March                                                                          
Saturday 5 March                                                                    

Luke 3:15-38 
Luke 4:1-13 
Luke 4:14-21 
Luke 4:22-37 
Luke 4:38-44 

The Gospel of Luke (2) 
2.Down from the mountain 

Sunday 6 March                                                            
Monday 7 March  
Tuesday 8 March  
Wednesday 9 March  
Thursday 10 March  
Friday 11 March  
Saturday 12 March  

Luke 9:37-50 
Luke 9:51-62 
Luke 10:1-16 
Luke 10:17-37 
 Luke 10:38–11:13 
Luke 11:14-32 
Luke 11:33-54 

Facing the darkness 
1 Despair 

Sunday 13 March  
Monday 14 March  
Tuesday 15 March  
Wednesday 16 March  
Thursday 17 March  
Friday 18 March  
Saturday 19 March  

Exodus 32:19-35 
2 Samuel 12:15-23 
1 Kings 19:1-18 
Job 2:1-13 
Psalm 38:1-22 
Isaiah 53:1-12 
Jeremiah 20:1-18 

Facing the darkness 
2 Worry and anxiety 

Sunday 20 March  
Monday 21 March  
Tuesday 22 March  
Wednesday 23 March  
Thursday 24 March  
Friday 25 March  
Saturday 26 March  

Proverbs 12:25 
Matthew 6:25-34 
Matthew 11:28-30 
Romans 8:35-39 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
Philippians 4:6-7 
1 Peter 5:7-10 3 

Facing the darkness 
3 Doubt and fear 

Sunday 27 March  
Monday 28 March  
Tuesday 29 March  
Wednesday 30 March  

Genesis 18:1-1 5 

Matthew 11:1- 6 

John 20:24-29 

James 1:5-8 

 

 

 

https://www.ibraglobal.org/
https://www.ibraglobal.org/
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Kingston United Reformed Church – Information 
 

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in 
our services and activities 

 

Ministers: 
Rev Lesley M Charlton, tel: 020 8399 4423  e-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org 
Rev Dr Suk In Lee, tel: 020 8949 2070  e-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com 
 

Church Secretary:   
Martyn Verge, mobile: 07801 979009  e-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org 
 

Treasurer: 
Christine Chippendale, mobile: 07738 562457  e-mail: treasurer@kingstonurc.org 
 

Children, Youth & Families Worker: 
Sally Butler, mobile: 07807 348326  e-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org 
 

Missionary: 
So Young Jung, e-mail: 2005eo@naver.com 
 

Mission Co-ordinator: 
Ha Eun Lim, e-mail: haeun1010@gmail.com 
 

Premises Manager and PA to the Minister: 
Catherine Treweek, Landline: 020 8549 1888 
                                Work Mobile: 07807 351801 (between 8 am – 2 pm only) 
                                    e-mail (Premises Manager): premises@urckingston.org.uk  
   e-mail (PA to Minister): kingstonurc@gmail.com 
 

Premises Assistant: 
Georgi Todorov, Landline as above.  
   

 
How to contribute to Church News: 

Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities are welcome.  
 Copy for Church News must reach the editor by the second Friday of the month. 

The next copy deadline for the April edition of Church News is Friday, 11th March  
 Editor:  Catherine Treweek  E-mail: kingstonurc@gmail.com 

  
 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS to KURC can be made in a number of ways: 
Complete one of the forms at the back of the church to set up standing order payments. 

Make regular cash gifts at the Sunday services.  By using the offertory envelopes, you allow the 
church to reclaim Gift Aid. 

You can also pay directly into our bank account:  sort code 20-46-73, account number 60921289 and 
quote Kingston United Reformed Church Charity. 

 
Kingston United Reformed Church is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project  

in Kingston Town Centre with its partner, All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place. 
  The town centre ministers meet regularly. 

  We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston. 
Kingston URC is also affiliated with the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) 

and the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea (PROK) 
 
 

You can also keep in touch with worship and activities at our church through our website: 
www.kingstonurc.org.  You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

mailto:minister@kingstonurc.org
mailto:leesukin@hotmail.com
mailto:treasurer@kingstonurc.org
mailto:youth@kingstonurc.org
mailto:haeun1010@gmail.com
mailto:premises@urckingston.org.uk
mailto:kingstonurc@gmail.com
http://www.kingstonurc.org/

