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WORSHIP & EVENTS DIARY – SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

The following is the anticipated diary for September, but please see the 
e-mailed weekly notices, particularly for daily prayers, Bible Study and 

other Zoom sessions. 
 

Sunday, 4th  10.00  Worship & Communion – also live-streamed 
   11.30  All Age Worship 
   15.00   Nature Walk – Home Park - with Sally 
   17.00  Reflective Service 
 

Tuesday, 6th 11.00  Take Time to Craft 
   20.00  Elders’ Meeting 
Wednesday, 7th 10.00  Tots’ Praise 
Thursday, 8th 19.00   Synod Worship/Reflection - Zoom 
 

Sunday, 11th  G I F T  D A Y 
   10.30  All Age Worship – also live-streamed 
   11.30  Church Meeting 
   17.00  Reflective Service 
Wednesday, 14th 10.00  Tots’ Praise 
Thursday, 15th 19.00   Synod Worship/Reflection - Zoom 
Saturday, 17th 14.00  Crafternoon 
 

Sunday, 18th 10.00  Worship – also live-streamed 
   11.30  All Age Worship 
   17.00  Reflective Worship & Communion 
Wednesday, 21st 10.00  Tots’ Praise 
Thursday, 22nd 19.00  Synod Worship/Reflection - Zoom 
 

Sunday, 25th 10.00  Worship – also live-streamed 
   11.30  All Age Worship & Communion 
   17.00  Reflective Worship 
Wednesday, 28th 10.00  Tots’ Praise 
Thursday, 29th      12.30   Lunchtime Concert – piano recital by Catherine         
   Leonard 
                            19.00  Synod Worship/Reflection - Zoom   
 

For Jolly Toddlers and Messy Church, please contact Sally Butler, 
e-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org 
 

ADVANCE NOTICES: 
Saturday, 2 October, KURC’s Big Day In/Out to celebrate the 

 50th Anniversary of the URC. 
 

Sunday, 9 October, Harvest Thanksgiving. 

mailto:youth@kingstonurc.org
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Dear All, 
 

It’s hot, too hot and soon it will be cold and expensive. 
 

And people are angry. 
 

Who’s in charge?  Why aren’t they doing something about it? 
  
Have you seen the price of fuel?  Rage, rage, rage.  
 

 

No staff.  Brexit or laziness?  Rage, rage, rage. 
 

Some are talking about us being in the end times.  
 

It might be for you and me.  Or for the world, who knows? 
 

Illness everywhere, and we are not prepared to pay taxes to resource the NHS 
because we do not trust the government and want to keep our money for ourselves. 
 

So many hot, ill people worried about their loved ones and their bills ……. 
 

Drought. 
 

Rage, rage, rage 
 

And war.  Close by. 
 

Can we do anything? 
 

Yes.  7 things: 
 

1.  Pray.  Proactively.  
 

2.  When people say things as imperial facts, be curious about where they got their    
information from and, if it is disparaging about another person or group, be slow to 
pass it on or believe it. 
 

3.  Before we encounter another person in our day, be prepared to be calm.  Do not 
add fuel to another’s anxiety.  Even with strangers, we can be a kind, calming 
influence. 
 

4.  Advocate for others rather than ourselves. 
 

5.  Do not watch or read the news all the time.  Limit your input.  
 

6.  Know where our value comes from.  Know that we know the world is broken. This 
is not a shock to us. 
 

7.  Know where our security comes from.  Our confidence is not in things always 
being the same.  Not in any government or citizenship on the earth.  Our confidence, 
our security is in God.  Put it there and we will be safe and, as importantly, feel safe. 

Yours, Lesley   
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Memo from Martyn 
 

There have been a lot of celebrations going on this 
year!  We’ve had the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee; the 
Commonwealth Games and the English Lionesses win 
in the Euro Finals to name but a few.  And there are 
more to come, not least of which is the Football World 
Cup in November and December! 

 

Hopefully you’ve had your own things to celebrate too.  Birthdays, anniversaries, a 
family milestone, a new baby, sister, brother, niece, nephew or grandchild, a 
successful operation or maybe it has been simply celebrating the love of a friend or 
the wonders of the world that God has given us. 
 

Lesley celebrates some key anniversaries this year, some she wants to keep private 
but one we can all share in, though we have been asked to do it in a low-key way.  
In September Lesley will have been the Minister of KURC for 25 years.  We give 
thanks to God for Lesley and all that she has done in those 25 years.  There is more 
elsewhere in this edition of Church News and we will mark the occasion at services 
on 25th September.  
 

Celebrations are good and it is important to remember things that mean a lot to us. 
But we cannot spend all our time celebrating.  As we have been reminded in recent 
services, there are things to be done.  God calls us each to our own tasks.  What we 
can and are expected to do, changes with time as our abilities and circumstances 
change but, as Lesley reminds us, you never retire from being a Christian! 
 

So, enjoy the celebrations when they come, but don’t lose sight of the things that 
God is calling you to do the rest of the time. 
 

And Lesley, as once again we thank you for your 25 years serving KURC, we look 
forward to what God is calling you to do among us in years 26, 27……. 

Martyn 
 

From Lesley:                               Money 
 

We have money put aside for anyone who is having difficulty paying their bills.  
Do not be cut off.  Do not be hungry.  Ask for help. 

  
 

Also from Lesley:                  Dates for 2023 
 

In September Martyn and I will be collating dates for next year.  Have you any ideas/ 
events planned? 
 

Please let us know. 

*********** 
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LESLEY’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY AT KURC 

 

No collection of photos could ever do justice to the depth, broadness, 
care and vision of Lesley’s ministry, but here are some random photos 
taken over a quarter of a century which bring back happy memories, in 
addition to your own personal memories of Lesley.  
 

 
 

 
Induction - 13 September 1997 
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  Induction Reception with some familiar faces. 

 

 

 

 
Reception & Mayoral Service following installation 

of lift and refurbishment of foyer 2005 
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Galilee, Holy Land Trip – 2006 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       

  
 

      Spice Girl!                                                            Church Weekend 
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Hannah & Barry’s Wedding - 2010                              Are maps useful? 
 
 
                      Meal with ‘Magnolia Tree’ 
 

        
 
       Sophia  - 2013    
 
       

  
 
 
Anna’s Baptism - 2019 
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             Lesley & Ray, Bognor – 2022 
 

We thank Ray too for his support and for contributing greatly to the life of KURC. 
 

 
 

Our congratulations and very best wishes to Lesley and Ray on        
their Ruby Wedding, also in September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our church has had two other ministers who were with us for precisely 
25 years:  Rev. Morton Stanley (1924-1949) and Rev. John Onley 
(1881-1906).  So, Lesley will very shortly hold the record, but not just 
yet.  
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PASTORAL NEWS AT 17. 8.22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Out of care for people’s privacy,  

 
names are not included 

 
in the Pastoral News section of the 

 
online Church News 
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Prayer for Healing: 
Loving and compassionate God, we ask your healing for those mentioned with 
long-term health issues, those who are affected by intermittent symptoms that 
cause distress, and those who are waiting for hospital appointments and a 
diagnosis.  Help us to shed anxiety and feelings of aloneness and 
abandonment.  Even when health issues are worrying, grant that we become 
not trapped, but released from negative thoughts into your everlasting love 
and care. 
 

Help us to think of others, praying for those who have nowhere to lay their 
head, for people thirsting for water and whose stomachs long for nourishment; 
those with no comfort and those separated from the people they love.  Renew 
broken spirits and grant us the ability to carry out and follow examples that 
your Son showed so vividly through the Scriptures. 
In the name of Jesus, we ask this prayer.  Amen. 

Ann Macfarlane 

 

 
Myrtle, Linda and Mary are very grateful for their messages of love and 
prayers for Myrtle’s recent two stays in hospital.  She’s home and 
readjusting to home life. 
 

 
 
   
 

Congratulations to 
  Alice & Wojtek 
  on the safe arrival 
  of Olive Estera and 
  sister for Henryk 

 

COST OF LIVING SUPPORT  KURC’s Management Group (and many other 

organisations) has received the following notice from the Government’s Office for 
Health Improvement & Disparities:  Please see the link below to London’s Cost of 
Living Hub. This Hub contains information about benefits, grants and discounts you 
can get if you’re in financial difficulty, from the Mayor of London, the government, 
your local council, charities and advice centres. The information might be relevant for 
you, or you might want to share it with someone you know. 

Help With the Cost of Living | London City Hall 

 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/communities/help-cost-living
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Sally’s Slot 
Messy Church was held in the Manse and we read the story of Zacchaeus.  Children 
were able to make catapults to fire at Zac, to get him down from the tree!!   Haeun 
had to climb the climbing frame to peep out from the beautiful hand painted tree 
that we made and was very much a part of the Bible dramatized story.  The children 
also enjoyed depicting the story in sweets and melted chocolate!  (see photos). 
 

During the hot weather, we made the most of the cool hall.  In the photo you can see 
a few childminders enjoying the aircon and an ice lolly.  We are so appreciated as a 
church for making this space available and for being so caring.  (see photo). 
 

We all enjoyed the trip to Bognor.  I was particularly pleased that some of our Tots’ 
Praise group also came.  
 

Finally, we have been participating in Thumbs Up It’s Thursday (a Kingston Council 
initiative for the month of August).  These have been really well attended.  Session 
one saw 12 children, then week two we had 15.  Today, as I write (11 August), we 
had 23 children.  You will see from the photos on the next page that we are doing a 
different craft each week.  Plus, we also have activities for the youngest children.  It 
is a great opportunity to advertise all the other events that we offer and I hope we 
will see some of these families again. 

Sally Butler 
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Thumbs Up It’s Thursday contd. 
 

     
 
 

Ukraine Concert 
As many of you know, I’m a ‘regular’ in the foyer with my friends.  We heard 
about the concert to raise money for Ukraine and thought we’d give it a try. 
We thoroughly enjoyed it – we had absolutely no idea how much amazing 
musical talent there is in the church.  We are eagerly looking forward to the 
next concert! 
 

Can I take this opportunity to say how much we appreciate the foyer: nowhere 
else in Kingston can one find such a comfortable and welcoming place to enjoy 
a cup of tea and a chat. 
Thank you KURC!! 
                                                                                                                      Marie Finch 
 

 
 

♫♫    Lunchtime Recitals in September  ♫♫ 
 

Unfortunately Haeun needs to postpone her organ recital scheduled for  
September 1st.  We hope that this will now take place in October.  
 

The next lunchtime recital will, therefore, be on Thursday, September 29th at 
12.30pm when Catherine Leonard will give a piano recital.  Further details will 
be announced soon.                                                                                 John Fisher 
 

♫♫♫♫♫ 
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Long-time no see - Out of sight BUT NOT out of mind 
 

We all had to get used to not seeing each other regularly during the pandemic 
lockdowns.  We have now been gradually mixing more and more but, for 
different reasons, there are some KURC friends who can’t join us for events or 
for Sunday Worship in the building.  (Thank God for technology and for those 
who understand and facilitate its use for others.) 
 

So, this is a gentle reminder to make contact with KURC friends (by phone, 
email, text … perhaps arrange to visit).  
Here’s a chance to meet a few of them (again) via these pages in Church News. 
To quote a couple of them: ‘This is proof that we are still alive and kicking!’ 
 

RAY Taylor:  
Sometimes those of us who see Ray fairly often happen 
to visit simultaneously, so we have had several ‘parties’ 
– legal, of course. 
With Ray’s interest in what is and has been going on, 
there’s always plenty to talk about and learn.  Ray has 
plenty of local history anecdotes and stories about his 
life.  For instance, following his time in the Military 
Police, he volunteered for several years at the Royal 
Military Police Museum when it was based in 
Chichester, where he was awarded the Freedom of the 
City.   

‘I was thinking (hard work!) of changing my address to KURC Bearfield Road 
Branch.  Thank you all for your support.  Phone calls always acceptable (reverse 
charges!)’ 
 

GORDON Moore: 
There are ‘pinch yourself’ moments when spending time 
with someone who is 100. 
It is always a privilege to chat to Gordon about all sorts 
of topics and hear his ‘long’ view on what’s happening in 
today’s world … taking care not to be distracted by the 
special birthday congratulations card from the Queen.  
As our grand-daughter Alice (7) remarked, having 
noticed a photo of a group of soldiers and Gordon’s 
medals, “It is even more amazing that Gordon has lived 
to be 100”.   

(Congratulations to Gordon who will be celebrating another birthday on 
 25th August.)  As Gordon himself has said: ‘I can’t walk but I can talk’. 
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MADGE Cole: 
Conversation with Madge will include a wide 
range of topics (there aren’t enough hours in the 
day to read the newspaper and listen to the 
radio) such as whether social housing lives up to 
its name, how to chair a leadership debate, birds 
visiting the garden, Claygate Flower and Village 
Show.  Madge used to be the Show’s President, 
so we should not be surprised that in her garden 
there are nearly a dozen 4ft high sturdy tomato 
plants which Madge has watered, in spite of her 
not being so agile these days. 

‘Keep calm and carry on, staying as independent as you can, but accepting 
gracefully offers of assistance’. 
 

LIZ and Ron Cook: 
Liz has been stoically adapting her everyday life 
as and when Ron’s health limitations and needs 
have changed. Sometimes we have been able to 
meet for a walk in the woods, or have chatted in 
her ‘bijou’ garden, or (during the pandemic 
lockdowns) her hospitality extended to sitting 
comfortably and sheltered in a gazebo next to 
the front door. 
‘With everyone in spirit, we are closely following 
all the fun and creative activity going on amongst 

you all.  With love, Liz and Ron xx’ 

 
 

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

   
   4th Janine Goddard 
 11th Madge Cole 
 18th He Yeon & Martyn Verge 
 25th Lesley & Ray Charlton 
 

   

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/anomieus/6490042133/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Gift Day 2022 
 

Our Church Gift Day will take place on Sunday, 11th September 2022.  The Gift Day is 
held every two years and is a time when those who feel able, have an opportunity to 
make an additional donation to the church, in addition to their regular offering. 
 

The last two years have not been easy.  Many of us have been affected financially, as 
well as in so many other ways.  Everyone is facing rising energy / fuel prices.  We also 
realise that KURC will not be the only charity that you support financially.  However, 
the requirement to fund the work of our church continues and we have some major 
projects on the horizon, just one example of which is the renewal of our old and 
inefficient heating system.  A new heating system will not only help us become more 
sustainable in the longer term, but also ensure that we can continue our mission of 
spreading the Gospel and offering a warm welcome (in every meaning of the word) 
to all in our building. 
 

Unlike previous Gift Days, we are not setting an ambitious target this year; in this 
season, we would be particularly grateful for whatever people feel able to gift.  If this 
is not the right time for you to make an additional financial gift to the church, then 
that is absolutely fine.  God knows what is going on in your finances.  This Gift Day, 
we also want to encourage you to prayerfully consider what gifts you can offer to the 
church in the longer term, or in terms of your time.  Some possible ideas are included 
below. 

• If an additional one-off gift does not work for you at this time, perhaps it is an 
opportunity to review your regular giving and add something?  We all know how 
small amounts add up. 

• If you feel you could gift some of your time instead to organise a fund-raising 
activity and donate the money raised, that would be fantastic.  

• If you could give your time in other ways, e.g. as a volunteer steward, that would 
allow us to let the building at times where we do not have cover.  More events = 
more income for the church. 

• We occasionally have to use outside cleaners when staff are not available etc.  If 
there were a group of church members/friends who would be prepared to cover 
this, this would save that cost. 

• If you are willing to put your name down for periodic projects, e.g. re-decorating 
parts of the building, that would also be really useful. 

• If you are someone who would be willing to explore applying for grants from third 
party organisations, please us know.  You don’t even have to leave the house for 
this, and it can be done at any time! 

• If you have been collecting small change in the little plastic houses and haven’t 
brought it in for a while, that could be part of your gift. 

• If you are retired and have a marketable skill, could you use your skills to do some 
paid work and donate all or part of the income to the church? 
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• If you are not in a position to gift financially now, but would like to leave a legacy 
in your will, that may be something you want to think about.   

 

If you ARE in a position where you feel able to make an additional financial gift now, 
you can do this by: 

• Paying your financial gift directly into our church bank account: sort code 20-46-
73, account number 60921289 (account name: Kingston United Reformed Church 
Charity), quoting “Gift Day” as a reference.  

• Using your debit card in the card machine.  Please write your name on the card 
machine slip and put it into an offertory envelope. 

• Making a cash or cheque gift at the Sunday services during September.  By using 
the offertory or Gift Aid envelopes, you allow the church to reclaim Gift Aid, if you 
are a tax payer. 

 

On behalf of the Elders, members, friends and the wider community of Kingston 
United Reformed Church, thank you. 

Bron Robinson on behalf of the Elders 
 
 

Bank Holiday Walk – Monday, 29th August 
 

There will be a church walk on Bank Holiday Monday, 29th August.  We will 
meet at the car park on Ripley Green (by the children’s playground) at 10.15am 
and walk via the River Wey and Pyrford, stopping for lunch around 12.15 at 
The Anchor by Pyrford Lock and returning along the river – about five and a 
half miles, almost entirely level walk.  The river is shady and peaceful and there 
are several interesting things to see, such as John Donne’s summer house, the 
remains of Newark Priory and the Norman church at Pyrford with its wall 
paintings. 
 

If you are thinking of coming, please contact John Fisher or Ruth Anderson as 
soon as possible so we can book a table at the very popular Anchor.  Let us 
know if you would like a lift.   
John Fisher email johnkf@waitrose.com 07580332328 
Ruth Anderson email ruth.anderson999@gmail.com 07811695835 
 
 

Holly Christie will be editing October’s Church News.  Articles and photos to 
Holly please by Friday, 9 September. 

holly@thisdemandinglife.com 
 

 
 
 

mailto:johnkf@waitrose.com
mailto:ruth.anderson999@gmail.com
mailto:holly@thisdemandinglife.com
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Swedish churches – St Peter’s, Malmo 
 

Some of you may know that we recently spent a few weeks camping in 
Sweden.  In just about every town or city we visited, we eventually found 
ourselves looking around at least one church.   
 
In Malmo, it was St Peter’s.  This is the oldest church in the city and also the 
oldest preserved brick building.  Interesting fact – during the 14th century,  
St Peter’s Church was the largest town church in Denmark (Malmo was in 
Denmark then, not Sweden).  During the Danish Reformation, most of the 
ornamentation was destroyed and the interior of the church was 
whitewashed.  Various renovations took place in the 19th and 20th centuries 
and the altar and some murals were restored.   
 
One thing that did catch our eye was the new organ (2019).  The modern organ 
pipework looked quite incongruous next to the very ornate altarpiece.  We also 
wondered how someone goes about playing so many keyboards all at once?! 
 
 

 
 

   
 

Bron & Nick Robinson 
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The URC General Assembly 2022 
 

‘Would anyone be interested in attending the General Assembly in July?’ 
‘I will’, I responded.  I took it as an opportunity to see how the wider URC 
worked.  What I hadn’t appreciated was the 283 pages of reports and 
resolutions that went with it, and the extra zoom sessions in preparation. 
The General Assembly is essentially a church meeting for the whole 
United Reformed Church. 
 

We started and ended with worship each day and every day.  And there 
was a Bible study on Jubilee from Meg Warner, a lecturer at Northern 
College, which was fascinating and certainly widened my understanding 
of Jubilee. 
 

The business looked at various topics from the setting up of a new 
pioneer hub, apologizing for the transatlantic/Caribbean slave trade, a 
drive for the United Reformed Church to reduce emissions to zero by 
2030, to supporting the Korean Peace Appeal to end the Korean war, 
mental health first aid training for every church proposed by the Youth 
Assembly, a look at the Church Life Review, staff pensions and more. 
 

The song of the weekend was ‘Jubilate’ and we sang several other 
hymns/songs written for the Jubilee, we remembered those who had 
died, the churches that had closed, we celebrated outstanding 
community projects with a sense of togetherness.  
 

I really experienced the conciliar aspect of the United Reformed Church.  
Every item for business was introduced and then given time for 
questions to clarify what was being proposed and then, after any 
amendments were made, the floor was open to discussion.  It was only 
after the discussion that a vote was taken and a decision made.  The 
resolution concerning the creation of a pioneer hub was discussed long 
and hard with no decision being made.  The whole issue was put into the 
hands of the facilitators to attempt to come up with something that would 
be more favourable to the Assembly, and on the last morning the 
resolution was passed. 
 

How does any of what happened in a conference centre in Derbyshire 
have any relevance to Kingston URC?  
   
Legacies of transatlantic slavery affects us all, whether we realise it or 
not.  Our society is built on the profits of the slave trade and continues to 
have a negative effect on black communities.  Not only is an apology 
required, but it needs to be preceded with a confession and in time 
reparations to be made.  At the end of the General Assembly, we made 
a confession and apology for our part in the slave trade.  Much of the 
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way our society is structured is as a direct result of the slave trade and 
the wealth that came with it.  How much of that wealth contributed to the 
building and establishment of our church in Kingston?  What should our 
response be?  The elders have already started to look into whether any 
monies that Kingston URC has have come from slavery.  
 

Environmental Policy resolved that urgent action should be taken to 
reduce carbon emissions across the whole of Church life, with the aim of 
reaching net zero emissions of greenhouse gases by 2030.  We are all 
aware of climate change and the effect on our world – the news is full of 
it.  The proposed environmental policy encourages the church to look at 
every aspect of its life and to make the greenest choices possible, 
whether it is installing a new heating system or deciding what to serve 
take-away meals in. 
 

The Korean Peace Appeal.  These resolutions were to garner support 
for the Korean Peace Appeal which is seeking a treaty to formally end 
the Korean War.  This worldwide appeal aims to have 1 million 
signatures by June 2003, the 70th anniversary of the Armistice, in the 
hope of bringing lasting peace to the Korean peninsula. 
 

I found some of the subjects overwhelming.  The underlying premise by 
the Church Life Review that the URC, with its trend of falling numbers 
and churches closing, will cease to exist at some point in the future, 
saddened me.  More than once I felt that a lot of this stuff was 
happening in the realms of the top echelons of the church and was not 
necessarily a true reflection of what was happening at grassroots level.  
Were we, at Kingston URC, actually being represented in the whole? 
 

The sentence in the Synod Moderators’ report that stood out to me was, 
‘We never meant to create a bureaucratic institution, yet many of us feel 
that we are too often bound up in red tape and unable to respond 
creatively to the new direction in which the spirit of God is trying to blow 
us.’  On the first afternoon I went up to the microphone during a long 
discussion and read this statement out as it seemed we had got into the 
red tape of an issue and it was tying us up in knots.  It seemed that 
during the debates it was impossible to avoid the red tape. ‘I’s’ needed 
dotting and ‘t’s’ needing crossing, but it did go on sometimes! 
 

By Sunday afternoon my head needed a break, so I went and lay on the 
grass under a tree by a lake for an hour – just what I needed.  There 
was good food, a comfortable bed and good company. 
And, yes, I would go again.                                                    Carol Clack 
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                 Book Recommendation for September 
              Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes 

 
Beginning with Jesus’ birth, Ken Bailey leads us on a        
kaleidoscopic study of Jesus in the four gospels.  
Bailey examines the life and ministry of Jesus with 
attention to the Lord’s Prayer, the Beatitudes, Jesus’ 
relationship to women and especially Jesus’ parables. 

 

 
Questions from General Assembly 

 

Below are the questions that the General Assembly of the URC have 
asked local churches to discuss.  We were going to discuss them at 
the August church meeting but, as it was such a hot day, we 

decided to keep the meeting as short as we could. 
 

Here are the questions.  Please give them some thought and let Lesley or me 
have your answers.  We will collate them. 
  
1) If you could make one change to your local church, what would it be? 

2) How could Synod help your church to grow in the next 10 years? 

3) What hopes do you have for the future of the URC? 

Finally, they asked for good news stories from the local church.  Is there 
something we can share? 
 

It would be helpful to have your answers by 1 October before the Synod 
meeting on 8 October. 

Martyn Verge, Church Secretary 
 
 

Office Available:  We have a small office available on the 1st floor.  
Big enough for 2 people to sit comfortably at desks.  Space could also 
be used for storage. 
 

Available immediately.  Speak to Catherine in the office for more 
information. 
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BOGNOR – 6 AUGUST 2022! 

and the sun shone and shone and shone 
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Bye Bye Bognor…   
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TAX EFFICIENT GIVING 
 

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 
we have, not according to what we don’t have.” (2 Corinthians 8 v12) 
 

Our giving of money is just part of our response to God’s love for us and, like all we 
give, it is from what we have, not what we don’t have.  However, when it comes to 
money, with bank charges and possibilities to Gift Aid, how we give money makes a 
difference. 
 

If you have a personal bank account there are generally no charges for paying in or 
taking money out.  However, that is not the case for the church and our treasurer has 
recently reviewed what it costs to pay money in and out of our accounts.  

 

Electronic transfers are the cheapest, being free for one of our accounts (20-46-73 
60921289) and 35p each for the other; if we pay in cash, it costs between 90p and 
£1.50 for every £100 we pay in.  Cheques cost us between 65p and £1.50 each. 
If you use the “tap” machines, the cost varies depending on the type of card used. A 
debit card is the cheapest at 0.25% of the transaction value, but this jumps to nearly 
double that if you use a credit card.  These machines also have a monthly standing 
charge which adds to the cost. 
 

These may seem like quite small amounts, but they mount up and over the course of 
a year KURC pays well over £1,000 in bank fees.  
 

The other really big way we can help is by giving under Gift Aid.  If you are a UK tax 
payer and make a Gift Aid declaration, the church can claim back the tax on your gifts 
to the church.  This can increase your gift by about 25%.  Not everyone pays tax and 
for those who don’t this is not an option.  
 

Are you making your offering in the most efficient way?  If not, maybe you can 
change.  If you are a UK tax payer, are you giving under Gift Aid?  If you use the “tap” 
machines, perhaps to pay for coffee at the coffee bar, can you use a debit card 
instead of a credit card?  If you make a regular gift to the church, can you do it via 
online banking rather than as a cheque or in cash? 
 

If you already give in the most efficient way, thank you.  If not why not speak to our 
treasurer (treasurer@kingstonurc.org) or Jihae Kim 
(GiftAidAdministrator@kingstonurc.org) who can advise you on the options. 
 

And when it comes to Gift Day, let’s make the most of what we can give and give in 
the most efficient way we can. 

Martyn Verge, Church Secretary 

 

 
 

mailto:treasurer@kingstonurc.org
mailto:GiftAidAdministrator@kingstonurc.org
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Beth shares her recent holiday ……. 
 

Do you feel like you’ve seen this place before?  You 
just might have!  During a holiday in Cornwall this 
July, I visited the humble town of Port Isaac, made 
famous by Martin Clunes’ irritable village doctor.  The 
place itself was a lovely discovery.  They had a little 
walking tour led by one of the local extras who 
explained about the various areas, pointing out a few 
sets while also giving us the history.  And if you are 
searching for the Doc’s house, it is close to where the 
large building is at the end of the village. 
 
 

                                                Beth outside the Doctor’s House 

 
 
 

 
KURC Curry Night at the coolest place in town 

(It was the hottest night of the year!) 
 

☺ ☺  Smiles  ☺ ☺ 
 

Chocolate is God’s way of telling us He likes us a little bit chubby. 
 

They say that every piece of chocolate you eat shortens your life 
by two minutes.  I’ve done the maths – seems I died in 1537! 
 

It’s weird being the same age as old people!  Ed. 
 

 



Church News – September 2022  26. 
 

                        To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 
 

From Synod via Lesley 
 

 
 

 

Have you ever felt that it would be good to worship together at another time in 
the week as well as Sundays? 
 

This is an offer from the Synod Area to each of our churches and worshippers 
in them. 

Starting on Thursday, 8th September, there will be a time of 
worship/reflection at 7.00pm on zoom for around 30 minutes. 
The zoom details are: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89638821888?pwd=ZlJ6QThzUHdxbVBR
RU9mZFVFVjVsZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 896 3882 1888 
Passcode: URC50 
 

Everyone is welcome and we are asked to share this with our congregation. 
 

If you or someone in our congregation would like to lead, please let Lesley 
know -  minister@kingstonurc.org 
Mobile: 07950812946 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89638821888?pwd=ZlJ6QThzUHdxbVBRRU9mZFVFVjVsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89638821888?pwd=ZlJ6QThzUHdxbVBRRU9mZFVFVjVsZz09
mailto:minister@kingstonurc.org
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From Martyn & He Yeon on their recent holiday in Norway: 
 

Sunnylven Church – Helleysylt, Norway 
 

Sunnylven Church, which we came across during a cruise to the Norwegian fjords, is a parish 
church of the Church of Norway in Stranda Municipality in Møre og Romsdal county, 
Norway. It is located in the village of Hellesylt, at the end of the Sunnylvsfjorden. 
The village has a population of around 300. 
 

 
 

This church probably doesn’t qualify for the series of unusual churches that John Fisher has 
been treating us to in recent editions of Church News but it struck us as worthy of 
mentioning for a picture we found inside. 
 

The internet gives more 
details about the church’s 
architectural features and 
interior design but what 
struck us was the vibrancy 
of this picture and its 
promise that the church was 
a living church with young 
people in it. 
 

As far as we can work out 
“Jesus og borna” is a 
reference to Mark 10 v 13-16 
where people are bringing 
little children to Jesus for him 
to bless.   
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CHRISTIAN AID NEWS 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK RESULTS 2022 - £15,000+ - FINAL MONIES IN 
 

GIVE THANKS  To all those who helped with our Christian Aid Week 
fundraising, as the Kingston Churches involved (URC, All Saints, 
St. John’s, Kingston Methodists, Quakers and St. Matthews - Surbiton) helped 
raise over £15,000 for Christian Aid. 

 
This again is a fantastic result for our group and, 
most importantly, allowing the work of Christian 
Aid to be carried out, with their partners, at places 
of most need.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We raised monies via Door 
Collections (Drop off Only 
Envelopes), Cakes stalls, Misc. 
donations but, by far, most was 
raised via our Jerusalema Dance 
Challenge. 

 
 

On the day, 
Saturday, 21st 

May 22, we 

assembled 
near the Bentall Centre Street Entrance with 

dancers from the churches represented above and were able to encourage 
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bystanders to join in.  The event was photographed and filmed and a Video can 
be seen below: 

www.isoparix.com/CA_DANCE/CA_Group_5.mp4 
 
Big thanks to everyone who planned, cajoled 
supporters, took part in delivering envelopes, 
participated in dancing, shook cans and buckets and 
took time to speak to shoppers about why we were 
doing the dance and promoted the Just Giving Page 
to friends and family.  A very big ‘thankyou’ to our 
still photographer Crispin Hughes and to James 
Mason, who arranged for the music and sound 
system and produced the Video.  It was a great way to raise awareness and 
support for Christian Aid. 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP CHRISTIAN AID? 

We are looking for more enthusiastic fun helpers to join our team of 

fundraisers in the Local Christian Aid Group. If you are interested, want more 

information, then please speak to Ray Charlton. 

CHRISTIAN AID – RIVERSIDE WALK – 24th SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

Fancy going on a nice walk by the Thames, an opportunity to meet and chat 
and if you can, help Christian Aid. 
 

There is a 3-mile and 8-mile route, starting at St Matthias Church in Richmond 
and ending up at St Anne's Church in Kew.  I would love to invite you to spread 
the word among your volunteers and church community. 
 

Participants - If you know anyone who may enjoy engaging in a sponsored 
walk, the link for event information and to register on Eventbrite is 
here: https://RRW22.eventbrite.co.uk  
 

If you would like to donate,   
please go the Kingston 
Churches Just Giving 
Website Kingston Churches 
is fundraising for Christian 
Aid (justgiving.com) 
 

 

http://www.isoparix.com/CA_DANCE/CA_Group_5.mp4
https://rrw22.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kingston-churches
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kingston-churches
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kingston-churches
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Volunteers - If you have anyone in your community who you think would like 
to support the event in a voluntary capacity, the group organising would be 
keen to have support with registration on the day, manning refreshments and 
are also looking for a volunteer first aider to support the event.   
Anyone interested in volunteering can contact Liz Kearns 
at lizkearns7@gmail.com 
See poster below: 

 
 
 

HOMES for UKRAINE  -  Helping Ukrainian Refugees 
 

Some of you will know, Lesley and I have joined this scheme and have 

lovely Ukrainians staying with us.  Some of you will have met them on our 

seaside trip.  If you are thinking of doing this, for 1 person or a family and 

would like some information or help in knowing what is involved, then 

please speak to me and I would be happy to help.   The need for more 

people to be sponsors is great; I get emails every day asking if we have 

space.          Ray Charlton 

 

 

mailto:lizkearns7@gmail.com
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The International Bible Reading Association  

 

    Readings for September 2022 

  THE RHYTHM OF LIFE 

  Thursday 1 September Genesis 3:17-19    

  Friday 2 September  Proverbs 31:10-31 

  Saturday 3 September Genesis 23:1-10 
    

  THE GOSPEL OF LUKE (4) 

  1 Faith and opposition 

  Sunday 4 September Luke 12:1-21 

  Monday 5 September Luke 12:22-40 

  Tuesday 6 September Luke 12:41-59 

  Wednesday 7 September Luke 13:1-17 

  Thursday 8 September Luke 13:18-35 

  Friday 9 September  Luke 14:1-14 

  Saturday 10 September Luke 14:15-35 
 

  2 Teaching in parables 

  Sunday 11 September Luke 15:1-10 

  Monday 12 September Luke 15:11-32 

  Tuesday 13 September Luke 16:1-18 

  Wednesday 14 September Luke 16:19-31 

  Thursday 15 September Luke 17:1-19 

  Friday 16 September Luke 17:20-37 

  Saturday 17 September Luke 18:1-17 
 

  BROTHER, SISTER, LET ME SERVE YOU 

  1 What does God require? 

  Sunday 18 September Mark 10:41-45       

  Monday 19 September Psalm 23                

  Tuesday 20 September Matthew 26:6-13     

  Wednesday 21 September Isaiah 58:5-12        

  Thursday 22 September 2 Kings 4:8-17 

  Friday 23 September 2 Kings 4:18-37 

  Saturday 24 September Luke 18:18-30  
 

  2 Love one another 

  Sunday 25 September 1 Peter 4:8-11  

  Monday 26 September Acts 4:32-37 

  Tuesday 27 September Acts 9:10-19 

  Wednesday 28 September Acts 9:36-42 

  Thursday 29 September Acts 28:1-2 

  Friday 30 September 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

 



Church News – September 2022  32. 
 

                        To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page 
 

Kingston United Reformed Church – Information 
 

A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in 
our services and activities 

 

Ministers: 
Rev Lesley M Charlton, tel: 020 8399 4423  e-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org 
Rev Dr Suk In Lee, tel: 020 8949 2070  e-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com 
 

Church Secretary:   
Martyn Verge, mobile: 07801 979009  e-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org 
 

Treasurer: 
Christine Chippendale, mobile: 07738 562457  e-mail: treasurer@kingstonurc.org 
 

Children, Youth & Families Worker: 
Sally Butler, mobile: 07807 348326  e-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org 
 

Missionary: 
So Young Jung, mobile: 07786 032770  e-mail: 2005eo@naver.com 
 

Mission Co-ordinator: 
Haeun Lim, mobile: 07564 023628  e-mail: haeun1010@gmail.com 
 

Premises Manager and PA to the Minister: 
Catherine Treweek, Landline: 020 8549 1888 
                                Work Mobile: 07807 351801 (between 8 am – 2 pm only) 
                                    e-mail (Premises Manager): premises@urckingston.org.uk  
   e-mail (PA to Minister): kingstonurc@gmail.com 
 

Premises Assistant: 
Georgi Todorov, Landline as above.   

   
 

 

How to contribute to Church News: 

Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities are welcome.  
 Copy for Church News must reach the editor by the second Friday of the month. 

The next copy deadline for October is Friday, 9 September 2022  
 Editor:  Holly Christie  E-mail: holly@thisdemandinglife.com    

 

FINANCIAL DONATIONS to KURC can be made in a number of ways: 
Complete one of the forms at the back of the church to set up standing order payments. 

Make regular cash gifts at the Sunday services.  By using the offertory envelopes, you allow the 
church to reclaim Gift Aid. 

You can also pay directly into our bank account:  sort code 20-46-73, account number 60921289 and 
quote Kingston United Reformed Church Charity. 

 
Kingston United Reformed Church is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project  

in Kingston Town Centre with its partner, All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place. 
  The town centre ministers meet regularly. 

  We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston. 
Kingston URC is also affiliated with the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) 

and the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea (PROK) 
 
 

You can also keep in touch with worship and activities at our church through our website: 
www.kingstonurc.org.  You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

mailto:minister@kingstonurc.org
mailto:leesukin@hotmail.com
mailto:treasurer@kingstonurc.org
mailto:youth@kingstonurc.org
mailto:haeun1010@gmail.com
mailto:premises@urckingston.org.uk
mailto:kingstonurc@gmail.com
http://www.kingstonurc.org/

